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By Mike Baron 

During the early '60s custom 
cars flourished underground 
from coast to coast. There were 
about a dozen custom car 
magazines available at any 
newsstand; there were thousands 
of organizations devoted to the 
furtherance of the castom, and 
the giant custom rod shows 
toured the country, showing off 
crazed candy-coated dreams by 
George Barris, Big Daddy Roth 
and Bill Cushenberry. What had 
begun in post-war California as 
dissatisfaction with the staid 
blandness of domestic cars had 
mushroomed into a multi- 
faceted art with a wildly diverse 
following. f 

But in the late ’60s customs 
ran into trouble. Omnivorous 
Detroit, sensitive to changes in 
the market, if not in technology, 
created a problem for the 
customs by offering so many 
factory-built hot rod “specialty 
cars” with stripes, scoops and 
flames that the prospective 
customizer had little incentive to 
manufacture his own since he 
could buy it off the shelf for less 
money. Such cars as the GTO, 
Mustang and Charger offered so 
many options that further 
customizing became super- 
fluous. 

The government contributed 
to the decline of customs by 
creating stricter standards for 
home-built cars, especially in 





Auto-erotica at the Autorama 
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California, the birthplace of the 
custom. Insurance companies 
conspired to raise premiums on 
all vehicles that did not fit neat- 
ly into computerized descrip- 
tions of proper transportation for 
business executives in their mid- 
30s with wife and 1.2 children. 

Perhaps the harshest blow to 
the art came from the country’s 
growing malaise with the 
automobile. It has been difficult 
for the most ardent hot-rodderto- 
ignore the problems cars create 
for our cities and well-being. 

Despite all this, however, 
there are. signs that the art of 
customizing is again on the rise. 
The recent Tenth Greater New 
England Autorama at the Hynes 
Auditorium was an encouraging 
display of new energy and ideas, 
more impressive than other 
custom car shows held here in 
‘the past five years. 

Ironically, the same conditions 
which caused a decline in 





customizing have helped create 
conditions which now encourage 
the home builder. 

Inflation has moved the 
average new car out of the reach 
of the young enthusiast. Infla- 
tion, safety consciousness and 
rising insurance rates have vir- 
tually removed the performance 
specialty car from the market — 
you can't buy a new GTO so it’s 


once again cheaper to make your, 


own hot rod. Used GTOs, 
Mustangs and Chargers, the very 
vehicles which chased the 
custom out of town when they 
were new, now serve as the basis 
for revamped street rods. Like 
the Model T, these cars have 
passed out of the hands of the 


factories and into the public do- 
main. 
It is ironic that economic con- 


ditions should once again en- 
courage customizing, and it is 
more ironic that the Corvette 
should emerge as the Model T of 
the ‘70s, at least as far as 
customizers are concerned. The 
Ford Model T has always been 
popular with modifiers because 
its bucket-shaped body shell 
(always in good supply due to a 
construction run of 25 million) 
lends itself well to a variety of 
body styles. When the supply of 
the genuine “T” bodies dwindled, 
fiberglass companies introduced 
their own lightweight version, 
built to the same specifications. 

For several reasons the 
Corvette, one of the most expen- 
sive American cars, has become 
the most popular modern basis 
for customizers. The Corvette’s 
popularity is due to its fiberglass 
body, very conducive to surgery, 
and an engine and drive train 
tailor-made for performance- 


“minded modifiers. 


uspogied si Aq sojOud 


The Vettes were in wild abun- 
dance at Autorama, exposing 
every facet of their customized 
personalities. There were mild 
Vettes for the street, distinguish- 
ed from their stock brethren by 
no more than the addition or 
subtraction of a tail light and a 
fancy paint job.. There were 
Vettes set up for drag-racing, 
and old split-window Stingrays 
in stock condition. A large 
number of the custom Vettes use 
bolt-on parts specially designed 
for this unique American 
sportscar. The parts, also 
fiberglass, can replace any part 
of the body, so a customizer can 

Continued on page J 
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Michelin Treads you can afford 


in Europe, remoulded radial tires are the preferred method of obtaining superb handling, long wear and maximum safety at affor- 
dable tire prices. 

In America, only Technitread can produce remoulded radials of comparable quality and price to those sold in Europe. 

Technitread’s methods have been perfected in Europe for eighteen years. The tires are produced using carefully selected radial 
casings of European manufacture, and are processed in equipment like that used in the production of new tires. 

These are not conventional retreads. Technitread remoulded radials are nearly impossible to distinguish from new tires costing 
twice as much, and are so trouble free that we Offer a free replacement guarantee. 


MICHELIN ZX — no MICHELIN XAS w/w 


TUBELESS Ko Md TUBELESS 


FITS: Audi Fox; Toyota, Peugeot, nine gee Se 4 FITS: BMW, Datsun 260Z, Pinto, 
Sprite, Subaru, Fiat, Dasher, Mazda, & Roscoe 560 X 15 ai Mercedes, Peugeot, Rover, Colt, 





BMW, Datsun, Opel, Capri, Triumph, FOR e.. Triumph, VW Wagon & Bus, Hornet, 


Saab, Renault, Lotus, MGB, Volvo, Javelin, Nova, Dart, Demon, Maverick, 


oe ‘ Mustang, Comet, Cougar, Omega, 
ca ne fee) : et Valiant, Duster, Barracuda, Ventura 
~. : 2 7 


VW’s 


$21° W | WY 5442 


REPLACES 
155 SR 13 (560/13) : 
165 SR 13 (600/13-A78/13) These molds are designed specifically for the REPLACES: 
165 SR 14 (560/14) tires that come on new VW's. They are exact 175 SR 13 (650/13, B78/13) 
155 SR 15 (560/14) replicas of VW designs applied to original 185 SR 14 (E78/14,ER78/14) 
165 SR 15 (600/15) equipment casings. 


END OF SEASON CLEARANCE ON ALL NEW SNOW TIRES - 
WE STOCK ALL SIZE NEW PASSENGER & TRUCK TIRES 
- CHECK OUR PRICES ON USED TIRES 
FREE MOUNTING NO TRADE-IN NECESSARY F.E.T. INCLUDED 


Rover, Audi 100LS, BMW 1800, Alfa # rt 
Datsun, Porsche 


ae, 


126 Galen St. 
TAM OWAL ELC ACIITL Ca 923-1800 
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AUTOMASTERS, INC. 




















Are you tired of the usual We have three factory trained 
dealer “rip off"? Our aim is to mechanics who specialize in 
give the best possible service at European and Asian cars. We 
a very reasonable price. offer specialized service on Dat- 
) sun 240z and all other models 
including Mercedes Benz. 





























a” 14 RENA ST. 
(BEHIND LIBON MOTORS) 
182-7467 ALLSTON BY THE CHARLES 782-7468 
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BACK BAY TRANSMISSION 





Rebuilding and repairing foreign and 








domestic transmissions for 25 years 


LIFETIME MUFFLER & SHOCK ABSORBER GUARANTEE 
IN OUR CUSTOM AMERICAN & FOREIGN MUFFLER SHOP 
636 Brookline Ave., Brookline Village 


738-0760 











Y&D AUTO BODY CO. 
OPEN SATURDAYS 
painting body work 
foreign cars our specialty 
432 Green St., Cambridge 
Behind the Central Square YMCA 
Call 547-4564 














Self Service Auto Repair Returns to Tudor St. 


at 
ae 
CUTE’ 


An Automotive Survival Center 


Clean, well lit, completely equipped tool room 
Lowest hourly rates 

Friendly, mechanics to give yOu advice 

Open 10 AM—10 PM Monday-— Saturday 


Beat the sky high cost of repair 
with our Beginner and advanced 


AUTO REPAIR 
COURSES 


Low cost 

Inside tips on ease of repairs 

Covers all parts of your car 

How to buy a used car without getting 








burned 


Enroliment is starting now, 
don’t miss out! 


For Complete Information, Stop By At 


MECHANIA 33 Tudor St, Cambridge or call: 


354-9339 





FANTASTIC SAVINGS 
ALL Bicycles and Supplies 


AT COST | 


BATAVUS, CONDOR, CRESENT 
While They Last 





ij 


Bauunwick 


LEISBRE 








VINEBROOK PLAZA 
BURLINGTON, MASS. 


DIRECTLY BE! 
BURLINGTON MALL 
OPEN DAILY 11-9 
SAT. 10-5, 272-5140 


CUSTOMS 


Continued from page 2 
completely alter the looks of his 
Vette with the addition of a bolt- 
on hood or roof, specially 
painted. A Cambridge firm, 
Auto Body Associates, was well 
represented in this department 
by their stylish “‘Maco-shark” 
hoods and rear decks. 

Full customizing is seldom 
done on a Stingray since owners 
admire the waspish shape. Vette 
customizers tend to exercise 
restraint, preferring to accen- 
tuate the shape by flaring the 
wheel wells or adding hood 
scoops. Some of the Stingrays at 
the show had tiny murals 
painted on their gas caps. Other 
Stingrays served as fibérglass 
drop cloths for tigger-happy air 
gun artists who used the curving, 
diminutive body on which to 
practice their circus billboard 
techniques. One otherwise well- 
finished '68 Vette suffered from a 
basic lavender color over which 
the painter had laid down an un- 
controlled exercise in scallops 
and scroll work, done with air- 
brush in green, blue and gold. 

No other modern car is as pop- 
ular as the Vette since 
customizers don’t like to work 
with sow’s ears. But a few other 
names were represented. A ’72 
Mustang was masquerading as a 
Dodge Challenger thanks to a 
full custom job which had 
channeled the body (taken a 
horizontal slice from below the 
beltline, lowering the whole car). 
This car, ‘‘Low Boy,’’ was 
painted white pearl with pale red 
scallops. There was also a 
sanitary 65 Barracuda painted a 
metallic blue that looked very 
sharp on its raised rear suspen- 
sion. There were a couple of 
GTOs lying around, but there 
isn’t*much you can do with those 
bananas, and they looked it. 

The older rods had a uniform 
high level of finish and were 
generally bursting with the kind 
of ingenuity which made street 
rods so popular with customizers 


during the early-’60s. Most im- 


pressive of the rods was a 1930 
Model T pick-up with bobbed 
fenders and a chromed XKE rear 
end (with independent suspen- 
sion). The paint job was a model 
of customizing restraint and 
beauty. There isn’t that. much 
body area to cover on a “T” pick- 
up, but the basic color was 
pearlescent white, over which 
the artist had laid down a 
beautifully controlled series of 
orange/red flames flowing back 
from the wheel openings. The in- 
terior was done in rolled and 
pleated naugahyde and finished 
with the usual tape deck, outlan- 
dish gear shift lever and stuffed 
animal. The modest two-seater 
relied on a blown-Pontiac engine 
for its mobility, and the casual 
bystander wonders just how 
much of the 400-plus available 


horsepower is usable on the 
street. 

The ‘T’ pick-up is a 90-pound 
weakling compared to a ’27 “T” 
roadster hanging on for dear life 
to a Corvette 327, equipped with 
two superchargers developing 
1400 horsepower. The sign next 
to the car said that the vehicle 
was driven on the street daily, 
presumably in short bursts. 

Autorama gives away prizes 
and money to the best finished 
cars based on “design, originali- 
ty, craftsmanship, detail of 
finish, general eye appeal and 
show condition.”” The leading 
contender in the rod department 
was a heavily modified 32 Chevy 
roadster named “Black Pearl.” 
Black Pearl sat upon its own 
revolving display stand, sur- 
rounded by mirrors and “angel 
dust” — wispy white strands of 
fiberglass. It was painted a 
glossy black, sported a chromed 
engine from which sprouted on 
either side four chromed exhaust 
stands, pointing up and back 
like the shipped oars on a slave 
galley. Mirrors beneath Black 
Pearl’s chassis displayed the 
NASA  detoxification-chamber- 
like cleanliness of the underside 
(you could eat a meal off the 
cylinder head). Inside the cab, a 
stuffed frog stood vigil. 

Strange little cosmetics come 
and go among customizers, ac- 
cording to an uncrackable code. 
A few years ago, stripes were big. 
Rods, customs, vans and 
dragsters had stripes running 
lengthwise, cross-wise and 
through the passenger compart- 
ment. Now, stuffed animals are 
big. At least half the customs on 
display had a teddy bear keeping 
beady-eyed watch from the 
driver’s seat. And there were at 
least six little hand-lettered 
signs saying, “‘Don’t touch unless 
you are naked.” 

Entrants to the show must 
provide their own displays and 
stanchions. One modified Vette 
was protected from the sticky- 
fingered crowd by stanchions 
made out of cam rods and piston 
pins welded together. Draft beer 
levers are still very popular as 
gear shift knobs, and the 
enthusiasm for cute little 
monsters painted on the dash 
shows no signs of abating. 

There was the usual comple- 
ment of cars so hideously ugly 
that they had a certain appeal. 
Among these was the aptly nam- 
ed ‘Abortion III,’ a sort of 
Volkswagen without doors, 
finished in orange patent-leather 
trim. The seats had been moved 
into the rear section, wiping out 
the rear seats, and a bar had 
been inserted where the rear win- 
dows used to be. The bar is 
necessary for warming up the 
driver. 

Close to Abortion III was the 
“California Orange,’ an unsan- 
forized Camaro body washed in, 
hot water and allowed to shrink 
over a VW frame. The VW is, of 


‘course, popular with customizers 


Continued on page 6 











Open Evenings 





SILVER LAKE DODGE 


says 


“It Doesn’t Cost Any More To 
Buy From the Very Best’ 


Bring This Ad for 
Special Discount to 
PHOENIX readers 


Great Buys on NEW 1974 & 1975 
Dodges and Demonstrators 


Full Line of New Colts 


SILVER LAKE DODGE 
444 Watertown St., Route 16, Newton 


965-1300 




















Win a Dodge for 1 year. 


You don’t have to buy a new Dodge to drive one. 
Not while the Car Clearance Carnival is on at the Dodge Boys’! You could win the use of a brand-new Dodge 


for one whole year—just by entering the Dodge Boys’ Clearance Sweepstakes! Just drop in at the Dodge 
Boys; fill out a Sweepstakes entry blank, and-you’ve done all you have to do. Nothing to buy. No test drive to 
take. Just a minute’s worth of your time— and you could win a whole year’s worth of Dodge. Remember this, 
though—the Car Clearance Carnival is over on February 28. So hustle on down to your Dodge Boys’ and get 
full details. Now. : 

If a year’s worth of new Dodge isn’t worth a minute of your time, what is? 


‘Sweepstakes ends February 28, 1975. Voidin states where prohibited by law. Open to licensed drivers 18 years old or older. 


Dodge Charger 
Special Edition. 


Dodge D100 pickup. 





AUTHORIZED DEALERS. For 1975, Dodge is again DODGE 


the Official Car of the Boston Bruins. BOYS 
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Continued from page 4 

because of its availability and 
the amazing adaptibility of the 
chassis and engine, which can be 
wedged into every type of body 
shape extant, including an ex- 
cellent imitation of a type 57B 
racing Bugatti, a hideously dis- 
torted Phaeton bucket “T’ and 
the usual fake Ford GTs with the 
gull wing doors — all with their 
tell-tale VW exhaust tips, and 
all on display at Autorama. 

Also present was an unattrac- 
tive complement of VW modified 
dirt racers, looking like so many 
partially crushed Easter eggs, 
with garish paint jobs -and 
weather-beaten bodies. 

But the ugliest machine in the 
show was the ‘Sno-Eagle,” a 
snowmobile from Concord, New 
Hampshire with a Corvair 
engine reputed to push the vehi- 
cle over the drifts in excess of 130 
m.p.h. The Sno-Eagle must pre- 
sent quite a sight to animals and 
nature lovers as it comes cresting 
over the dunes, exhaust scream- 
ing. One can only hope that the 
Sno-Eagle is held in such high 
esteem by its builder_that he 
almost never sullies its treads 
with use. Wherever there are in- 
ternal combustion engines, there 
will eventually be a candy- 
striped paint job and a chromed 


cylinder head. 

From the absurdity of the Sno- 
Eagle, it was a short hop to the 
sublime mini go-carts, tiny little 
tube frames that look like 
mechanics’ dollies. The go-carts 
contain a seat, two engines and 
four wheelbarrow wheels. They 
go over 100 m.p.h. A human be- 
ing sits down on a go-cart, plan- 
ting his fanny about three inches 
from the asphalt, and attempts 
to drive it in a circle while racing 
with other go-carts. They don’t 
have any bodies or fenders to 
paint so the builders put their 
fancy paint on the frame itself, 
and their chrome on the two- 
cylinder McCullough engines. 

The replicars, modern 
recreations of famous old autos, 
were well represented at the 
show, even though their 
philosophy is inimical to 
customizing. The replicars rang- 
ed from the aforementioned rac- 
ing Bugatti with the VW engine 
to a full-trim Auburn boat-tailed 
speedster cast from the original 
factory specifications. The 
Auburn is finished in fiberglass 
and comes with a Corvette 
engine for $16,000, and, as Uncle 
Tom McCahill, father of the 
road test, used to say, “It should 
get Granny to her wrestling 
match on time.”’ The Auburn is a 
piece of recession consciousness, 
since it harks back to the fruit of 


the Great Depression. The rise of 


the film industry during the ’30s 
more or less gave birth to such 


cars as the Auburn, the Cord and 
the Duesenberg; which catered 
almost exclusively to film stars. 
Now these cars are with us 
again; all three of them are 
available in fiberglass with 
modern chassis and running 
geur. ‘ 

A considerable portion of the 
floor was taken up by vans, a 
sub-genre of customizing that 
has its own rigamarole, meets 
and publications. The American 
van, inspired by the VW 
minibus. is now a customizing 
institution as widespread as the 
street rod. The van’s broad, flat 
surfaces beg to be transformed, 
and even the manufacturers offer 
trucks in a variety of wild colors. 
But the manufacturers can’t go 
as far as customizers, who take 
their inspiration from Playboy 
pad articles ‘and Diego Rivera. 
All the custom vans shared a 
common feature (aside from the 
stuffed animals): a bar. They 
varied on other amenities, but 
the bar was essential. Many of 
the vans had fully carpeted in- 
teriors: wall to wall and floor to 
ceiling. One van had a 
chandelier on the ceiling and a 
small electric fountain on the 
floor. The owner explained that 
he would have preferred to put 
the chandelier on the floor and 
the fountain on the ceiling, but 
the water would fall into the 
chandelier and short it out. 

The vans have outsized 
wheels, telephones, televisions, 


tape decks and murals depicting 
the life of St. John of God. Other 
vans sported the more prosaic 
characters of Tweety and 
Sylvester. Many vans had odd 
little bubble windows on the roof 
and sides. Most of them featured 
front passenger seats which 
swivelled to face the rear. One 
had a driver's seat that did this. 
Could be amuSing on the 
highway. 

Also present, but removed 
from the body of the show as if 
ostracized by the legitimate 
customs, was ‘“‘Sonny’s Car” 
from The Godfather, the Buick 
sedan in which James Caan was 
shot to death. The presence of 
this piece of trivia indicates that 
the custom car has not yet 
regained its position of un- 
derground pre-eminence. Ten 
years ago, instead of Sonny’s 
Car, the promoters would have 
shown Big Daddy’s “Beatnik 
Bandit” or George Barris’s “Ala 
Kart,”’ brilliant examples of the 
customizer’s art. Five years ago, 
they would have had the Bat- 
mobile, a two-ton, two-seater 
equipped with rocket launchers, 
based on the Lincoln Futura, a 
Lincoln-Mercury show car of the 
late ‘50s. Today, they have a 
dumb Hollywood prop which 
isn’t as exciting as a real 
gangster’s car. 

But ‘Sonny's Car was just a 
sideshow. It even had legitimacy 
next to the display by the Carol 
Nashe School and Modeling 


Agency, which offered complete 
instructions on how to tear down 
and modify the human body. In 
the future customizers will 
repaint themselves and make 
modifications with home plastic 
surgery kits in order to better 
match their cars. The Carol 
Nashe Agency is not responsible 
for the design of the Nash 
Rambler. 

In the meantime, the tone of 
the customizers present was very 
optimistic. Onlookers might 
wonder about the many ‘‘for 
sale’ signs but a talk with the 
owners revealed that most of 
them wefe selling so they could 
start something new. It’s not the 
car but the customizing that 
counts. A lot of craftsmen know 
exactly what they want to do, 
they have their subjects picked, 
they know the color of paint they 
will use. 

But not all customizers plan 
ahead. There was a ‘58 Ford 
Galaxy with a full custom front 
and rear end, painted in the ever 
popular pearlescent white. The 
headlights were enclosed in 
inward-slanting ovals. The tail 
lights were frenched deep within 
a peanut shape. 

“Did you plan this car?” I ask- 
ed. 

“Nope.” 

“Well how did you do Jit.” 

“] just started working on it 
one day. I didn’t like the looks so 
I just started cutting.” 

That’s the spirit! 





We will save you money. 


You will not be able to buy 1975 Auto Insurance at a lower 
rate than ours. We will tailor your policy to your own specific 
needs and not sell you any useless coverages. 


Specializing in 
¢ Out of state drivers - under 25 drivers 
e Motorcycles 
e Campers 
eTrucks 


Cail For Rates & info 738-5400 


THE KAPLANSKY AGENCY 


For All Your Insurance Needs 


437 HARVARD ST. BROOKLINE 
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FOREIGN 
AUTOPART 
Check Our Prices 
SEE WHO IS THE LOWEST 





Parts & Accessories 
For All 
IMPORTED CARS 





Allston 
Cambridge 
Quincy 
Watertown 


Arlington 
Beverly 
Framingham 
Somerville 














Datsun B-210: 
§ mpg’ 








legend. 


# America’s favorite GT touring car 
® 2600cc overhead cam engine 


8 Fully independent suspension 
8 Radial tires 
8 Power-assist front disc brakes 





HAVE BEEN 


THE 


Isn’t It Time You Started? 


If you’re thinking of buying radial 
tires, doesn’t it make sense to 


SATISFIED RADIAL 
TIRE DRIVERS 


FOLLOWING 
LEADER 


8 AM/FM radio 

# 4-speed stick 

s Also available: 260-Z 2+2; GT 
luxury for four 


buy the most experienced radial on 

the road? That’s Michelin ‘X’, the original 

steel-belted radial. It’s the radial tire 

that paved the way for the others. Michelin 

‘*X’ is the only radial tire you can buy that 

has over 25 years of proven road performance 

built in, plus millions of miles of world-wide 

satisfied customer driving behind it. The smooth 

ride, fast starts, short stops, easy-handling and 
firm road-holding are the radial tire characteristics 
that Michelin pioneered and perfected. So if you're 
thinking of buying radial tires start at the top, 

with the ‘original, most experienced radial — Michelin. 


Think radial... and 
look to the leader 


# 39 mpg on highway (EPA) 

@ 27 mpg in town (EPA) 

w Reclining buckets 

= Carpeting 

w Electric rear window defogger 
a Whitewalls, wheel covers 

@ Tinted glass 
= Trip odometer and more 


| 
Datcun 
“a Saves. 
é Midway Datsun ROUTE 9 [Eastbound] at Rte.27 














We el D lf 1! ( ‘O | 85 Commercial Ave. — 
Cambridge, Ma 02142> 
Top of the World Values-Down to Earth Prices-For 3 Generations Tels. 547-6847 


Location: Between M.I.T. and the Museum of Science 547-6848 
Near Lechmere and Hotel Sonesta 547-0800 





237-5428 bla 655-2450 























TO STOP A THIEF 


Catch as catch can't 


By Ira Alterman 

It used to be a luxury car, but 
what is now left of the blue and 
white 1974 Lincoln Continental 
Mark IV would not make a good 
spitball, a testament to the 
thoroughness of the professional 
car thieves who stole it and 
stripped it. 


The carcass — minus the en- 
tire nose, windows, windshield, 
interior, dashboard, air con- 
ditioner, stereo system, rear 
bumper, wiring, carburetors and 
tires — sits in the lot of Regan 
and Stapleton Lincoln Mercury 
on Route 9 in Wellesley, waiting 
for body shop chief Eddie Shan- 
ning to put it back together. 


“They really did a job on this 
one,” said Shanning, looking 
with compassion at the devas- 
tated vehicle. ‘‘Real pros. They 
took every nut and bolt.” 


If you've ever had your car 
stolen, you know what a trau- 
matic experience it can be. 
There are few things more shock- 
ing than emerging from your 
home to find the space where you 
left your "72 Mustang the night 
before now occupied by a ’69 
Chevy. What emotions possess 
you in that awful moment of dis- 
covery? Helplessness? Frustra- 
tion? Take heart. You are in, if 


not good company, at least a lot 
of it. 

According to the FBI Uniform 
Crime Report, Massachusetts 
tops the nation in auto theft 
rate: 1109.6 vehicles stolen per 
100,000 population in 1973. That 
stacks up against 635.9 in 


California for the same year, 
607.2 in New York and 507.7 in 
Illinois. The problem is 
epidemic. Officials believe that 
the 1973 figure represents the 
first time the index has sur- 
passed 1000 since they started 
keeping records. In 1972 the in- 
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What you see is what they get: the stripping of a Continental Mark IV 


dex for Massachusetts was a 
mere 972.4. 

And in the Hub the problem is 
continuing to grow. Statistics for 
last year, according to John 
O’Connor of the Insurance Infor- 
mation Institute of Boston, show 
that through September, 15,429 


IYOMUIEZy PIABG 


cars were stulen in the city, com- 
pared to 12,664 for the same 
period in 1973. 

“Those figures only apply to 
cases where the vehicle itself was 
stolen,”’ said O’Connor, “not to 
instances where a car was just 

Continued on page 19 
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HIGHEST TRADES 
FOR YOUR CAR. 
YOU WILL NEVER 
BUY A NEW SAAB 
FOR LESS MONEY. 
WE BUY CLEAN 
USED IMPORTS 
TOP PRICES PAID 


GASTON ANDREY 


The Nation’s Largest SAAB 

Organization 

FRAMINGHAM 875-0639 

WATERTOWN 923-9230 

BROOKLINE 734-5280 
Open Evenings 














“| can truthfully say you'll find 
~ outstanding values at your 
nearby Datsun Dealer 


Excellent Gt Choice 


Hf ee = 
me \ at c 


\ 


during my birthday 


open house.’’ 


Datsun B-210 
3 Models 39 mpg 


Datsun 
The Mid-size Datsun 


WASHINGTON 


Datsun 610 
The Luxury Datsun 


Li'l Hustler 
America’s # 1 Selling 
Pickup 


By George, now’s the time to discover how much Datsun 
Saves! According to the latest EPA tests, no car in America 
gets better mileage than our B-210, 39 mpg on the highway, 
27 in. town. Our 710, 610, Pickup and Z-Car are all easy on 


gasoline. 


All’ Datsuns come loaded with standard features 


some others charge extra for. Plus you save on_ upkeep, 
repairs and high resale value. 


Come in during our Open House to see how much Datqun . 


Test drive a Datsun at your nearby Datsun Dealer 
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WHERE TO GET TOTALED: 





‘Leverett Circle 








mei ot Ms - Arlington Street exit off Storrow Drive 





By Mike Baron : 

According to statistics 
available from the Boston Police 
Department and City Hall’s 
Department of Traffic Safety 
(specifically, a study done in 
1972. by the Chestnut Hill 
architectural firm of Typpetts- 
Abbett- McCarthy-Stratton), 
these are the five worst inter- 
sections in town: 

Leverett Circle is the worst. 
Everyone knew that, Leverett 
logs over 150 reported accidents 
annually, and probably at least 
that many go unreported. Dur- 
ing rush hour, Leverett is one of 
the biggest bottlenecks in the ci- 
ty, as traffic lines up on Storrow 
Drive waiting for clearance over 
the Mystic River Bridge going 
north. Leverett Circle takes ap- 
proximately eight lanes of traffic 
(the number varies because of 
construction or the predilection 
of skinny cars to create lanes 
where none exist) and funnels 
them into three lanes on the 
bridge access. Sometimes, there 
are only two lanes on the bridge 
access because of construction; 
the bridge and its ancillaries are 
built in such a way that the 
whole thing is never in working 
order at any one time. The 
problem is exacerbated by the 
“obsolete before complete’”’ I-93 
connector, which was voted 


Ls 


cmp 2 is ogee 


) et erie 


by & 


and Boylston ‘Street 


i ag tell 
Entrance to Callahan Tunnel 





BOSTON’S WORST 
INTERSECTIONS 


Worst Highway Boondoggle in 
the United States in 1973. The I- 
93 connector contributes to the 
problem as the four-lane traffic 
flowing into town in the morning 
is joined by four more lanes 
which have to funnel down into 
three, whether taking the 
Storrow Drive exit or going 
further south. 

There is a sign at Leverett Cir- 
cle that says “If you lived here, 
you’d be home now.” What a 
grim thought. 

The second worst intersection 
in town is — surprise! — 
Soldier’s Field Road at Western 
Avenue. More accidents occur 
here than at any other crossing 
(save Leverett) in the Boston 
area. However, most of the con- 
fusion actually takes place up 
the street a hundred yards where 
the Cambridge Street Bridge 
crosses Storrow Drive atthe 
Coke plant. 

Most of the accidents on 
Western Avenue are caused by 
cars fleeing Cambridge, zipping 
onto the Western Avenue bridge 
and weaving in and out of lanes 
trying to jockey for position. 
Most of the jams occur on the 
Cambridge Street Bridge, as 
traffic exiting Storrow Drive for 
either Cambridge or Brighton 
must contend with traffic exiting 
the Mass ‘Pike for either Cam- 
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bridge, Boston or Brighton. It is 
impossible to describe this in- 
tersection without the aid of a 
team of Hudson Institute 
researchers and several maps, so 
serious students of urban blight 
should experience. it for 
themselves. The eastbound en- 
trance to Storrow is very small 
and must contend with four 
northbound lanes seeking en- 
trance, as well as four south- 
bound lanes from Cambridge. 
Cars trying to cut over to 
Storrow will block the traffic try- 
ing to get into Cambridge and 
vice versa. At rush hour the 
bridge becomes completély 
occluded with cars, despite the 
regular presence of a uniformed 
policeman directing traffic. This 
place is Hatlo’s Inferno for road 
hogs. 

Washington Street at Mass. 
Ave. is the third worst intersec- 
tion in town. Over seventy ac- 
cidents a year are reported here, 
but the intersection actually in- 
volves the entire stretch of Mass. 
Ave. across Back Bay. Though 
most accidents occur at 
Washington Street, the firemen 
at Engine Co. 33 (across from the 
Pru) will tell you that the in- 
tersection of Boylston and Mass. 
Ave. presents the most grief, as 
they have to negotiate this 
treacherous crossing almost dai- 
ly, and it is almost always dif- 
ficult. The seemingly perpetual 
construction at this junction in- 
hibits the smooth flow of traffic, 
as does the erratic behavior of 
the streetlights, which have 
never worked right in that sec- 
tion of town. However, the 
streetlights are due for replace- 
ment soon. Unfortunately, Mass. 
Ave. is not, and there is no real 
alternative to the intersection at 
the present time. 

The fourth worst intersection 
in town is the Arlington Street 
exit from Storrow Drive, of 
which Joe Green, WBZ’s 
helicopter traffic reporter, says, 
“I’ve seen that intersection tie 
up the whole city. Cars trying to 
get onto Beacon from Storrow 
get stuck at that light there and 
stretch across Beacon, stopping 
the outbound traffic. Traffic 
backs up on Beacon all the way 
downtown; it’s a mess.” The 
problems with this intersection 
lie not so much with faulty lights 
(the lights work fine; they’re just 
stupid) but with the peculiar 
nature of Boston drivers whose 
motto is, “Cars rush in where 
angels fear to tread.” Boston 
drivers abhor a vacuum; even 
the thinnest slice of space, 
suitable for an Isetta, drives 
them to a snarling, crushing 
frenzy. Until they cease their 
practice of inching up through 
the yellow and red lights so they 
can get in line for Arlington or 
Beacon Streets, this exit will re- 
main a major problem. 

The fifth worst intersection is 
the entrance to the Callahan 
Tunnel, where an in- 
determinate number of lanes — 
sometimes eight, sometimes ten, 
sometimes 20 — merge into two. 
Anyone who has attempted to 
use the tunnel at rush hour 
knows the problem — who can 
forget those halcyon days of last 
winter, when the Mystic River 
Bridge was out of commission 
and everyone had to use the 
tunnel? It was a classic of its 
type. Over 50 accidents occur at 
this spot annually. 

We do not wish to slight many 
other fine intersections through- 
out the area, so let us briefly 
mention a few outstanding ones: 
Southeast Expressway exit at 
Columbia Point, where Colum- 
bia Road and Morrissey 
Boulevard meet; Harvard 
Square, for sheer agony of 
passage; Harvard Street at 
Comm. Ave. in Brighton, where 
the lights go on the blink once a 
week; Kenmore Square, which 
is a demolition derby for drunks; 
Blue Hill “Avenue at Columbia 
Road, for fast, lethal accidents 

. we could go on all day. We 
all have our favorites. 
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WHERE TO GET RESURRECTED: 


How do you avoid being taken 
to the cleaners every time you 
need your car tuned? Know an 
honest mechanic? 


Since that is impossible, the 
next step is for you to do the 
work yourself. In England every 
driver is a mechanic out of 
necessity since English cars are 
made out of cheese and need dai- 
ly tinkering in order to keep run- 
ning. But in the States we are 
used to having our cars catered 
to by others. However, entropy 
has insured that this is no longer 
feasible, at least in big cities. 
(Entropy is the process by which 
more and more cars are at the 
mercy of less and less 
mechanics.) 


In order to help the American 
driver become more like his 
English counterpart, there are at 
least three do-it-yourself garages 
in the area which provide 
suitable ambience and equip- 
ment for just about any repair 
you could wish to undertake, 
from a VW tune-up to swapping 
engines in your 57 Chevy. The 


SELF-SERVICE GARAGES 


do-it-yourselfers rent space out 
by the hour, usually for $2.50-$3. 
This includes the use of their 
tools, “except for certain fancy 
power tools that you wouldn’t 
want to use anyway. 

Very good. You have a warm 
space to work, all the necessary 
parts (which you providentially 
picked up at Sears beforehand) 
and the tools. Unfortunately, 
you can’t tell the grill from the 
tail lights. Fortunately, the do- 
it-yourself joints have experienc- 
ed mechanics on hand who will 
set your wheels on the path to 
automotive health. It is 
sometimes necessary to rent a 
space without parts just to find 
out what’s wrong with your car 
— but it’s still cheaper than rely- 
ing on traditional garages. 

Baltex, a vast space at 400 
Somerville Ave. (and behind the 
Ark on Beacon St. in Boston), 
generally has two mechanics on 
duty during the day. The giant 
Baltex installation in Somerville 
looks like a medieval NASA 
preparation shed and is 
equipped to do everything to 


your car but balance the wheels. 

Sometimes, they have only 
one mechanic on duty, and he 
must double on the cash register. 
“What happens,’”’ we asked, 
“when some clown comes in to 
the shop and needs a full piston 
and ring job and the shop is full 
and you have to supervise a 
brake bleed, a dash wiring and a 
frontal pistonotomy?” 


“Well, y’know, like we do what 
we can. It’ll get done sooner or 
later.” 

This is a positive attitude, and 
admirably reflects the Baltex at- 
mosphere. 


Near fragrant Central Square 
in Cambridge, there is Hacker’s 
Haven, run by the Magliozzi 
Brothers. Not quite as large as 
Baltex, the Haven holds its own 
and specializes in Volkswagen 
repair. The Haven rents space 
for two dollars an hour and is ex- 
tremely helpful. I had a friend 
who went in with a Saab whose 
exhaust system was hanging on 
by a paper clip. My friend knows 
less about cars than he does 


‘ 


about the Great Pyramid, and he 
had no intention of doing any 
work on his car himself. Nor did 
he have to. By pretending some 
slight interest in cars and 
dramatizing his situation to the 
house mechanic, he got the 
Haven crew to fix up the system 
without his ever having to lay a 
hand on a wrench. Such an at- 
titude is not advisable since 
these garages really. exist to help 
the driver help himself, but the 
incident indicates the goodwill of 
Hacker’s Haven. 

Finally, there is the Tudor 
Street Garage near Central 
Square, capable of hosting about 
20 autos. Tudor is prepared to do 
everything for the car except 
painting and body work. 
However, Tudor can balance 
wheels, which puts them one up 
on some of their neighbors. 
There are two mechanics on duty 
to offer advice, and space goes 
for $2.50 an hour. If the job 
seems utterly hopeless, Tudor 
Street will take over at the rate 
of $12 an hour. 

— Mike Baron 








EVERYBODY KNOWS OF OUR AUDIO DEALS 


But at Brands Mart there’s more — much more than just Audio at Wholesale prices. 
There are Auto Deals as well as Audio Deals. 


You can save many dollars by purchasing your New car through Brands Mart’s car buy- 
ing service. Buy your New car at Group 
Privilege Discount prices. 


You can wey for these savings by calling 


our auto 


epartment at 723-9230. Our New 


car dealerships are located throughout New 


England and New York. 


“AT BRANDS MART YOU CAN BUY 
A TAPE DECK FOR YOUR CAR OR A 
CAR FOR YOUR TAPE DECK” 





FREE PARKING 
ACROSS FHE STREET 


BRANDS MART =. 


280 FRIEND STREET @ BOSTON, MASS. 02114 
THERE ARE SIMILAR SAVINGS AVAILABLE ON TIRES. CALL 723-9230 


Mon., Tues., & Fri. 9-6; Wed., & Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-2 


MASTERCHARGE. HONORED 








Waiting in Linecanbe a GAS... 


with a Car Stereo from 
ee SOUND 


CAR STEREO 


DISPLAY 





GIVE YOUR EARS 
ATREAT *""". 


$159.95 


CRAIG 3124 AM/FM/8 track 
104.95 


CRAIG 3123 8 track 

CRAIG 3123 8 track 
ADUIOVOX FMX20 FM Stereo 
JENSEN 5'. 20 oz. Speakers 
JIL M603 Cassette 

Jit 701 MQX AM/FM 

MUNTZ M650 FM Cassette 
JVC AC 1380 Cassette 

CRAIG 3121/9405 8 track w/speakers 
CRAIG 3504 Cassette 1 
AUDIOVOX FMCIC fm converter 
AUDIOVOX C575A stereo radio 

JENSEN 6x90 200z. 


$100 


70 
70 
60 


75 N. BEACON ST. 
WATERTOWN 
787-4073 


75 
65 
100. 
80. 
50 
90 
25 


: S SE 
25 SOUND SERVIC 
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WE CALL ON THE ANGELS 


By Peter Birge 

Big Dave Roebuck, past presi- 
dent of the Lowell chapter of the 
Hell’s Angels M.C. (motorcycle 
club), runs his gloved hands over 
the contours of his FXE Harley 
Davidson. Lingering over the 
slightly extended front fork, 
brushing dust off the chromed 
motor casing, Dave clearly loves 
his machine. During the winter, 
he keeps it safe and snug indoors 
with him parked behind the 
counter of his shop, Lowell 
Custom Motorcycle parts, Inc., 
situated in the Centralville sec- 
tion of town on a little back- 
street bordering the icy 
Merrimack River. Big Dave's 
been riding cycles for 17 years 
now, six with the Hell’s Angels, 
and he knows as well as anyone 
how to make 550 pounds of 


would rather sit around and talk. 

‘*All Hell’s Angels ride 
Harleys,” Dave says with the 
authority of a TV sponsor citing 
his product’s Good House- 
keeping Seal of Approval. In 
fact, there's even a sticker on his 
FXE: “If you value your life as 
much as I value this bike, don’t 
fuck with it.” 

Nobody in his right mind 
would fuck with Roebuck’s 
Harley. Both Hunter Thomp- 
son's classic The Hell’s Angels 
and the film Gimme Shelter, 
which features a slow-motion 
replay of a knifing incident at 
the ‘69 Rolling Stones concert at 
Altamont, California, illustrate 
in morbid detail what can 
happen to anyone who so mitch 
as touches a Hell’s Angel 
“Chopped Hog” Harley. And 


- although the club achieved ‘its 
§ first notoriety on the West Coast, 
= Eastern representatives like 
®Dave Roebuck are un- 
8 questionably authentic Angels. 

He and the Lowell brothers all 


American-made high- 
compression purr. But in 
January, while the roads are 
slippery and the northwind com- 
es booming down the river, Dave 
and his “brothers” in the Angels 














wear the tell-tale pierced earr- 
ing, have the same stocky build 
and sport the familiar Angel 
“colors”: a winged death’s head, 
stitched onto the backs of their 
denim jackets. 

For the doubters, there are 
Dave’s tattoos as well. Stenciled 
in red and blue on his left arm 
above his leather wrist gauntlet 
is the death’s head insignia and 
the date of his initiation, ‘‘11-1- 
69.”’ On his right forearm, 
another tattoo reads: ‘‘In 
Memory of Marty . . . Uncle Sal 

. Skip. . . Groover.” Any local 
kid tempted to futz around with 
Dave’s FXE is sure to notice that 
there’s room for at least one more 
name. 

But Dave himself is in the 
business of fucking around with 
bikes. His shop caters to Harley- 
lovers in New England looking tc 
strip down their overweight 
Electra-Glides to a faster, 
nastier-looking chopped hog 
with fancier accessories than the 
manufacturer ever dreamed of 
providing. 

To a customizing customer, 
Lowell Custom is a crucial con- 
nection, and Dave is worried 
about his patrons who’ve been 
hit by inflation. Sales are really 
down now, he says, and the 
banks are reluctant to lend 
money for motorcycles. Hit by 
the pinch, few of the local kids 
are dropping by with their girls 
for a joint fitting on the special 
“King and Queen’ naugahyde 
two-tiered touring seats. Few are 
coming in to browse, unable to 
decide whether to get the 
straight Z-bars or move up to a 
six-ben pullbar. 

“People keep coming in and 
saying things like, ‘Gee, I hope I 
can make it through the winter 
without that new German Cross 
rear-view mirror I saw last week 
in a catalogue,’ Roebuck notes. 

Once you wheel your ’Glide in 
to Lowell Custom, things will 
start happening to your two- 


cylinder overhead cam engine. 
Dave will probably hand you 
back your built-in radio/cassette 
on the spot, suggesting a more 
suitable place in your study, 
while he checks your weight, 
asks your strength and sizes up 
your guts to determine just what 
modification is for you. 

“We're trying to build up a 
machine to suit a customer’s per- 
sonality,’ Roebuck explains. 
“Does he want a manageable 
bike that will go hard forever, or 
a ‘showey’ bike with a long ex- 
tended front end [a la Easy 
Rider], or a super souped-up 
machine that’d burn itself out in 
a couple of years? But most peo- 
plé who come in here already 
have some ideas about what they 
want.” After the preliminary 
grilling, Dave will spread out a 
variety of catalogues listing 
different methods of lightening 
your Harley’s weight, changing 
the gear ratios for faster speeds, 
or simply adding more ‘“‘flash” 
(chrome). 

Roebuck is an artist in the 
modification trade, capable of 
building up from scratch a bike 
that while nominally a Harley, 
could run circles around your 
store-bought Electra Glide. The 
height of Dave’s artistry, though, 
is reserved for himself. By the 
front window of his shop, its 
chrome collecting sunlight and 
cobwebs, sits the frame of Dave’s 
Dream Hog. The local kids who 
come in for the first time usually 
will say, “‘Excuse me, it’s none of 
my business, but what is that?” 
And Dave will smile. 

The Dream Hog. About 4 hun- 
dred pounds of molded steel and 
chrome awaiting its power plant. 
Although as yet unborn, the 
Dream Hog is Dave’s best adver- 
tisement; its 1957 FLH 1200 
frame is only a Harley armature 
for what could eventually be the 
meanest chopper in the state. 

“T finally got it together to 
make the bike,” is Dave’s way of 
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Big Dave, the owner, with Dream Hog frame 


launching into his vision of the 
completed Dream Hog. Starting 
with a ’72 Harley “‘shovelhead” 
engine, Dave plans to use Deitch 
barrels (cylinders), Veola forged 
racing pistons, S and § fly- 
wheels set to drive a four-and-a- 
half inch stroke (sending the 
pistons a full inch deeper than 
an Electra Glide’s cylinders 
would allow) and wide-throated 
McCune carburetors. Meaning? 
“Tt’ll be a real big-incher,”’ 
Roebuck explains, a “stroked” 
hog. “The way I’ve got it blue- 
printed now, I’ll be getting about 
94 cubic inches of performance 
out of a stock 74 cubic-inch 


Harley motor block. You know, 
it’s gonna run like a bear.” 

To coordinate his components, 
Dave’s sent various parts off to 
specialists around the country. 
The work on the heads is being 
handled by Jerry Branch out in 
California, while Bobby LaBrie 
up in Concord, New Yampshire 
will tune the final assembly with 
his “dynamometer” so Dave will 
be assured of having milked the 
motor for its maximum torque. 
John Dunlop out in Marlborough 
has already finished up on the 
fuselage with his special flame- 
paint job of a Hell’s Angel 
death’s head on a black back- 


ground. Then there’s ““Snooky” 
over in Cambridge to finish off 
with the chromework: cam 
covers, rocker boxes, etc., right 
on down to the kick stand cover. 
For this work alone, Dave’s cost 
will be around $300. ‘Over all, 
I'll end up spending about $4000, 
with $1000 going into the engine. 
“But it’s no showpiece,” he 
adds. “For instance, I wouldn’t 
ride on magnesium wheels on 
these rough roads out here — 
they’d buckle too easily. And I’m 
not going to extend the front 
steering forks way out front. I 
gotta keep handling simple. 
After all, I’m little for a chopper 
like this — I weigh only 195.” A 
kid who’s been studying the 
skeleton of Roebuck’s Dream 
Hog wordlessly produces a snap- 
shot of a slim, long bike straddl- 
ed by a grim and aging Angle. 
“Now, that’s Old Hank from 
’Frisco,’”’ Dave says. ‘‘He’s been 
in the Angels from the begin- 
ning, about 27 years, since Christ 
was a cowboy: See how stream- 
lined that hog is? That’s ‘Frisco 
style. I’m trying to build the 
same type. Hell, even my sissy 
bar won’t be much higher than 

the drag handlebars I’ll have.” 
The Dream Hog’s actual per- 
formance can only be roughly es- 
timated, but already Dave’s 
awed by what he may be riding 
once his sub-assemblers have 
air-freighted their work back to 
Lowell and he and his mechanic 
have put it all together on the 
frame. Roebuck estimates that 
his stripped-down, 400-pound 
cycle should do an “honest” 125 
— which means the hog could 
certainly run faster if necessary. 
But the real horror show begins 
in first gear, an Andrews Brand 
first, for which Dave paid $110. 
“With my ‘stroked’ engine and 
that Andrews gear, I just might 
get up to 75 m.p.h. before I even 
have to start thinking about a 
shift.” With all that accelera- 
Continued on page 12 














OPEN HOUSE WASHINGTOr "WASHINGTO 


=> MILES» CAR 


Call Creat Manager ter 

Instant Credit Aepreval 
BOSTON — 782.3210 
ALVEPE — 289-3600 
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SPECIAL 
ao 


'74 DEMONSTRATORS 
ALL MODELS 


LOW PRICES 
BUY NOW—SAVE MONEY 


SPECIAL SALE | 


ENERGY SAVER SPECIALS 
ECONOMY CARS 
ECONOMY PRICED 
72 TOYOTA TE27 Stk. #1514-1 

71 FORD MAVERICK Stk 























1972 DODGE “DEMON” 
2 dt cpe has the famous 
su ange Si 

im cotor with matching 
aan Was 298 owner Stk $1777 
1971 1 FORD PINTO 2 DR. 
saves $577 i 
1969 CADILLAC CONV. 
cond . low miles tas $2195 $1777 
1972 BUICK SKYLARK 


GM Has the economical V 8 "ans 


engine = automatic trans 
vower steering § custun 


sith matching vinyl ‘oof one 
51 Was 


£ PRICE $1577 
1970 MAVERICK 2 DR. 


ith automatic transmission 
ower steering “fin:sted in 
“we nmaker white clean 
stock #9515 


1969 CHRYSLER 


Tow. atid Country Wagon 
sith automat:c wansmission 
= Steering a] Ti) 


Pat Sth oat 


1974 allen SEBRING 


by sine to teams ch] 
V-8 engine. auto trans 
power si 
Stereo radio. steel es 
tadial tires. low miles 
owner Stk #9628 as 
$3995 


1974 PLYMOUTH FURY 1! 


4- “s the size family car from 
sler has all thé extras in 
ing aw cond. vinyl root 
low mules. Chryster tease 
remainder of new Car — 
ty Stk #9603 Pris 


1974 | PLYMOUTH VALIANT 


pe 
engine. automatic 2-spd 
power steering. radio 
tlus factory aw cond Save 
mone 


ode! forest green im color #1526-1 eae 


1973 PLYMOUTH DUSTER 


with the 

4 speed K mn Soe ea 
Duster pkq power seeing 
a real per: mance car St 
#5RB016 Was ern 


igarueum 


mer wie transmission 


——_~ 


ing. plus AM-FM 


$3677 


$3977 


5 ws — 


Buy t Stock 


$3377 


$3177 
$2977 


ower windows ai con 
aithonie plus more Low 4 
as $31 Sue / / 


miles 


1973 CHEVROLET VEGA 


‘ON’S BIRTHDAY ALL WEEK. 


CLEARANCE ©. 
Rebates:® 4. @) Qow’ 748’ 75CARS 


YOU MUST BUY NOW — VALIANTS — DUSTERS WHILE THEY LAST © 


THIS IS PLUS OUR USUAL DISCOUNTS 


YOU 
COULD BE THE %.! 


AND BE DRIVING A 
BRAND NEW 1975 IMPERIAL 
OR ANY OTHER 


A 
CHRYSLER CORP. CAR 
FOR ONE YEAR. 


NO GBLIGATION, ~ | l 





1973 BUICK 


1973 73 CHEVROLET CAPRICE CONV. 


Areal hard to find 

of the top Cars from mom Has 
all the extras plus air con 
ditioning A fabulous: car tor 
teal year round enjoyment 
Drive it and you will Duy it 
Low miles One owner Stk 
#4022 1 Was et en 


1973 CHEVROLET MALIBU 4 DR. 


Hardtop = with 
transmmssion 
economical 
Ny a vas 


$2877 


automat 

ower wenn 
finshed m 

Stock 


$2777 


maroon 


1973 CHEVROLET NEWPORT 
teal mice Cat has full equip 
ment phtS factory at con 
ditoning Starlite blue in 
color with matching white 
viny! roof One owner Stk 
#4020-1 Was = 


1972 FORD LTD 


Country Squire tras alt the 
Jower 


$2777 


E PRICE 


equipment niciiding 


JUST COME IN 
1972 MERCURY CAPRI 


AND REGISTER 
2600" v- 6 cnonne yy 


trans top economy. chest- 
nut brown in color with 
owner pe eg one 

tk Was 


$2177 
1973 voli SWaGeN 


economical import car from 


Ewope has bucket seats 
Just right for a second car 


Stk #9637 = ry ™ $1977 
1972 TOYOTA 2 DR. HARDTOP 


$1977 


aK. the other od 
economy Standard transmis 
sion Both are clean and tow 


1971 OLDSMOBILE 
CRUISER "WAGON wi 


power steering plus ai con- 
ditron a really sharp family 


1970 CHRYSLER 


own & Country 9 pass 
am here is one of the 
best wagons you can of 
Has every extra you would 
appreciate service Dy us 
since new one owner A-1 
condition tow miles Sierra 
beige in color with wood 
ey ase Stk #4012-1 
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$1877 
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with matching white viny! 
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power Steering finshed in 
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#41304 
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1971 ‘TOYOTA CORONA MARK I ees! 
SALF PRITF 


1968 PLYMOUTH 


Sport Suburban Wagon. with 
éutlomatic transmission 
bower steering finshed wn 
mist blue metatlic Stock 
#95541 


1969 | Stock #95 


969 PONTIAC GTO 


Gtop with automatic 
4A... power steering 
a m Rally red ~ Stock 


1969 BUICK OPEL 


dtoy tops om 
CHRYSLER CORP. CARS. - “sony psf $997 
e447; 9 


1972 PLYMOUTH FURY 


LOW MONTHLY RATES, 12 MO. UN- has all the ex 


cluding ai-conditiomng One 

owner ise miles Stk 

#5026-1 Was $3395 
SALF PRICF 


$2977 
1965 CADILLAC CONV. 


Low heer transportation 
aas §: 
SALE PRICE $495 


ABOVE IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING — OVER 400 NEW AND USED CAR PRICES SLASHED 


Vi [F S CHRYSLER 540 squire Ra. 


PLYMOUTH Revene 22° 


N ALL 1975 
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long with ait Conditioning 
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the family ready to go Stk 
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ANGELS 


Continued from page 11 

tion, Dave’s decided to use huge 
disc brakes both in front and 
back. 

“I’ve gotta find a way to stop 
the thing,”’ he frets, still in the 
vision’s throes. Running out of 
gas is the simplest solution to the 
problem, and here, too, Dave has 
no worries. His flame-painted 
tank holds only two gallons, and 
the Dream Hog’s engine will give 
him only about 25 miles to the 
gallon. 

Even while he is rhapsodizing 
about his Dream Hog, Dave con- 
stantly reminds you that the 
only reason the two of you are 
standing around is to -wait for 
‘“*Hook”’ to show. Hook, after all, 
is the ‘‘Prez’’ of the local Angels’ 
chapter and if I correctly inter- 
pret the ‘““‘B.A.M.”’ tattoo on his 
forehead, he would like in his 
quiet way to let outsiders know 
he’s a bad-ass mother. 
“B.A.M.,” of course, might also 
stand for ‘‘crash,” and Hook’s 
cracked up more than one 
Harley in eight years with the 
Lowell Angels. With his wealth 
of hospital stories, Hook serves 
up cautionary reminders to over- 
enthusiastic patrons who might 
otherwise build a chopper they 
can’t control. 

One of Hook’s duties as presi- 
dent is to handle Hell’s Angels 
public relations. It is a difficult 
chore, but Hook performs it in 
tight-lipped fashion. Ten years 
ago, the town fathers threatened 
to banish the Baystaters Motor- 
cycle Club, the group that Hook 
rode with until the Oakland, 
California Angels granted Lowell 
the first East Coast membership 
charter. Now, things are a little 
quieter, but Hook’s still defen- 
sive. ““They’d have to kill us to 
get us out of here now, and they 


know it,”” he grimaces. 

To keep the Angel name clean, 
Hook must occasionally take 
drastic measures. A few months 
ago, when a Lowell newspaper- 
man printed a story alleging that 
a Hell’s Angel had filed a com- 
plaint for having been dragged 
from a car and beaten up by two 
off-duty policemen, Hook paid a 
visit to the paper. 

“That reporter was a nice guy 
... 1 went up to his office, you 
know, and told him: ‘Look, you 
shouldn’t have printed that 
‘cause that guy wasn’t an Angel. 
No way. Angels ride Harley 
choppers, not cars. And what 
makes it really bad is that no 
Angel would ever file a com- 
plaint — we’d just stomp those 
guys later ourselves.’ ’”’ Hook also 
intimated that the next time 
such a grievous error appeared 
he would “‘push his face in.” The 
paper printed a retraction in its 
next issue. “He was a nice guy,” 
Hook recalls. ‘“‘He was so easy to 
talk to.” 

Hook is completely mum when 
interrogated about Angel affairs. 
“Confidential,” he replies with a 
scowl, when asked to number the 
membership, and he refuses. to 
be photographed from the rear 
whenever he’s wearing the 
“colors.”’ If you ask him his real 
surname, he repeats, “‘Hook,” 
leaving you to ponder the 
significance of several huge 
gang- and treble-hooks to be 
found throughout his apartment 
in nearby Pepperhill. 

But Harleys are his life, so he’s 
always eager for an afternoon of 
bike talk in his role as a con- 
noisseur of the chopped hog. 

“T stole my first Harley,” he 
recalls. “It had a panhead motor 
— not too good — and it blew up 
after awhile. But I traded in the 
parts from that bike for one of 
the newer shovelhead motors 
that Harley brought in ’66. All 
together, I’ve had two pan- 
heads, two knuckleheads and 


C4 


* 


Hook, the president, with chopper 


two shovelheads. After I learned 
how to customize a bike, I'd 
never swap a whole bike, just a 
tank here or an engine there. 
Hell, I had pieces from my first 
bike in the shovelhead I owned 
six years later.” 

Eventually, Hook traded-up 
until he reached a near-ultimate 
Harley hog. Out front is parked 
his flame-orange painted 
“stroker,” boasting much of the 
same equipment that Dave can 
only dream about revving up 
now. 

“T’ve had it up to 130 m.p.h., 
and it wasn’t even wide-open,” 
says Hook. At 550 pounds, the 
bike is still extremely light by 
"Glide standards, and although 
he admits his first gear only 
reaches to 50 m.p.h., that’s still 
quite a jump over a stock Harley. 

Though he’s always ready to 


seize on the latest improvements 


ipuseg Ayer 


to boost his bike’s performance, 
first-hand experience has taught 
Hook to beware of ‘‘showy”’ 
modifications that can endanger. 
Twice, at least, he’s gone “‘over 
the high side” (Angel slang for a 
particularly bad crash). Near 
Concord, New Hampshire a cou- 
ple of years ago, he had a rear 
flat tire while doing 90 and 
skidded 200 yards down the 
blacktop on his back, his 
quarter-ton bike on top of him. 
“Up until then,” he recalls, “I 
thought it was showier not to use 
a primary cover over the drive 
chain [located, as on a bicycle, 
near the stirrups]. But by the 
time the state cops got that hog 
up off me, that damn chain had 
cut clear through my boot 
buckles and into my ankle 
bone.” 

Hook’s most prized possession 
almost unmanned him once. A 


20-pound gas tank was sculpted 
for him by a local artist, featur- 
ing a winged death's head with a 
skull of cast lead. The wings, 
which are steel, fan out sharply 
from the fuselage and are filed 
razor sharp..On another rear-flat 
mishap on -Route 90 near 
Chicago, Hook was jacknifed off 
his Harley, and the wings 


_seraped his inner thighs as he 


flew off. “If I'd been leaning just 
a whisker this way or that,” he 
muses, ‘‘those Angel wings 
would have scooped out my balls 
like you pit a melon.” 

In both accidents, Hook is 
careful to blame fate, poor judg- 
ment or anything else but his 
Harley. “‘You have to unders- 
tand how a Hell’s Angel feels 
about his bike; I mean, if you’re 
going to fuck with my bike after 
all I’ve béen through with it, 
then I’m gonna have to fuck with 
you. When I had that spill up in 
New. Hampshire, I remember 
skidding down the road, saying, 
‘Fuck, how badly is this gonna 
fuck up my bike?’ Sure, I love 
my bike — and I respect my 
bike.” 

Without their mechanic 
‘‘Mouse,’’ the Lowell Hell’s 
Angels would never even get 
their chopped hogs out of the 
garage; during the winter 
months brother ‘‘Mouse’”’ is kept 
busy repairing as many as three 
bikes at a time. 

Somehow, his Angel alias 
figures strongly in his craft. He 
sports a Mickey Mouse Fan Club 
badge on his oil-stained leather 
work jacket, and around his 
Lowell apartment/workshop are 
scattered plastic replicas of that 
redoubtable rodent. But on the 
wall is an oil painting in subdued 
browns and grays of a stranger 
mouse, up on its haunches to 
greet a glowering, winged skull. 
Since the origins of an Angel 
nickname are classified, accor- 
ding to Hook, one can only 

Continued on page 14 





Rte. G3 to Rte. 12GN take the North Ave. 
exit to Main St 





C 





jv 


A 
oe 
“4 5 





CO-OP GARAGE 


Complete Foreign Car Repairs 

VW & VOLVO SPECIALISTS 

. Established — 1970 

*4 14 Rear Calvin Rd., Watertown (10 min. from Harvard Square 




















JUST WHEN YOU NEED IT! 


oe a a a oe oe oe a 2 


BOSTON VOLVO 
BRINGS BACK A 


YEAR WARRANTY 


OR 50,000 MILES 
AT NO EXTRA COST | mau ree. 28. 1975 


Kea KA KEE 


stoKeee) Me) ase, 
- CAMBRIDGE 


KeneneeneeRK 


304 MASS.AVE. 


Ka le 





on new 1974-75 


VOLVOS 





aoe ¥ 


491-344 


* 
* 
« 
4 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
ae 
* 





124 BRIGHTON AVENUE, ALLSTON 


YAMAHA TRIUMPH 
OSSA 274-1130 


BMW NORTON 


N 


EASE THE SQUEEZE 
With one of our guaranteed used bikes. 


’68 Yamaha 100cc twin Rebuilt 


‘74 Yamaha RD250 A Low mileage 
’71 Yamaha 360 Enduro Many Extras 
‘67 BSA 650 Lightening mechanics Special 


‘73 Honda ST90 Good city bike 


‘73 Yamaha 175 Enduro Low mileage 


’71 Honda SL 350 Runs Good 
’72 Yamaha XS650 Good Shape 
‘73 Triumph T150V Triple Clean 


‘73 Triumph 750 Bonneville 5 speed Disc Brakes 
’72 MotoGuzzi 850 ElDorado Full Dressed 


’72 Dunstal Norton 750 Very Fast 


’71 Honda CB750 Chopper 


‘72 Honda CBS500 Faring, Low Mileage 


’73 CB450 6,000 Miles 

’72 Suzuki GT380 8,000 Miles 
‘74 Honda CB360G Very Clean 
‘68 Honda CL350 8,000 Miles 


’73 Honda XL250 4,000 Miles Like New 


‘74 Honda XL175 4,000 Miles 
71 Honda CL175 Very Clean 
’74 Honda MT125 Enduro 

‘73 Kawasaki $3 350 Very Fast 
’74 Honda CL125 500 Miles 


BRING THIS AD IN FOR A FREE HELMET AT TIME OF 
PURCHASE 


738-4900 


HONDA KAWASAKI HUSOVARNA 
31 BOYLSTON STREET, BROOKLINE 


Wisi) i= 





Road Music! 


sl ee Tired of “highway hum?” With a 
Superscope car stereo cassette player, 
you're all set to enjoy mile after mile of unsur- 
passed listening enjoyment. Easy to install and 
operate, each model offers traditional 
R) Sony/Superscope quality high-performance 
_ 


TC-10 


Superscope Model TC-10 Car Stereo Cassette Player 
Enhance your driving pleasure with the superb sound of the TC-10. Special 
features like Single-Action Cassette Loading and Automatic Cassette Eject 
allow effortless operation for safe driving. Quality and dependability, the TC- 
10 delivers a powerful 12 Watts RMS (6 per channel) of full-fidelity sound. 


FEATURES: 


@ Single-Action Cassette Loading 

®@ Automatic and Manual Eject 

@ Individual Tone, Volume and Balance Con- 
trols 

®@ Automatic Total Mechanism Shut-Off (TMS) 
® Attractive black with silver trim styling 

® Locking Fast-Forward and Rewind 

® Easily installed in any automobile with 12-volt 
negative ground electrical 

© Price includes Car Mounting Bracket, 
Hardware, Head-Cleaning Pen, and Spare 
Fuse. 


TC-25F 


‘Superscope Model TC-25F Car Stereo Cassette Player/FM Stereo 
‘Stereo Radio 
Featuring a DX-Local Selector Switch, the TC-25F gives you optimum recep- 
tion of distant or local stations. The radio section also features an illuminated 
Rotary Dial for ease in tuning. And the cassette section includes unique 
Single-Action Slot Cassette Loading for simple cassette loading and un- 
loading. The TC-25F is also light weight and compact to mount it almost 
anywhere. 


FEATURES: 

©@ FM Stereo Indicator Lamp 

® Mono/Stereo Selector Switch 
© On/Off Radio Coptrol 

@ Locking Fast-Forward and Rewind buttons 
®@ Tone and Volume Controls 

®@ Stop/Eject button 

®@ Balance Control 

@ Front Panel Vinyl Cover 

@ External Antenna Adaptor Cord 
®@ All Mounting Hardware 


| 
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TC-30 


Superscope Model TC-30 Deluxe Car Stereo Cassette Player 
with Automatic - Reverse 


Tired of stop-and-go sound? The TC-30 adds the enjoyment of con- 
tinuous, non-stop stereo playback to your driving. Thanks to Automatic- 
Reverse, you don’t have to flip over a cassette to hear what’s on the other 
side. Many more deluxe features, plus 12 Watts of RMS power (6 per 
channel), provide exceptional convenience and performance. 


FEATURES: 

@ Continuous Automatic Reverse 

@ Dual-Capstan Tape Drive 

@ Individual Tone, Volume and Balance Con- 
trols 

@ insta-Load Cassette Loading 

@ Locking Fast-Forward and Rewind 

@ Manual Eject 

© Dual Differential-Balanced Flywheels 

© Easily installed in any automobile with 12-volt 
negative ground electrical system ; 

@ Price includes Spare Fuse and Mounting 
Hardware 





Available At These Dealers: 


Bharat Mata Briggs & Briggs 
711 Mass. Avenue oe th Prick /AMETRON 


Cambridge Cambridge 


| Boston Waltham 


Cambridge Worcester 
280 Friend Street Dedham Randolph Since 1940 
Boston : Framingham Northampton 363-367 Moody St. 
(Brands Mart Wholesale Discount Card must be presented Sto neh am Am herst Downtown Waltham 


for admission) 








401 HIGHLAND AVENUE SOMERVILLE, MA 
AT DAVIS SQUARE 
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Call This Number For 
AUTO INSURANCE RATES 


Call This Number To Solve 
CAR REGISTRATION 
PROBLEMS 


> ONLY Number For | 
INSURANCE 


O15 
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Dan 
meutsia 


lasutclnes 
Agency 


The Dan Potter Insurance Agency. 


241 Washington St. 
Brookline Village Mass. 02147 


FITCHBURG 


544 JOHN FITCH 
HIGHWAY 
345-0301 


FRAMINGHAM 
340 WAVERLY ST. 


879-4775 





ANGELS 


Continued from page 12 
theorize about why the 
‘‘brothers’’ chose such a 
seemingly innocuous moniker for 
one of their members. Maybe it’s 
because Mouse spends most of 
his time in a damp cellar work- 
ing at his real forte: nibbling 
away at the stock Harley engine 
blocks that Dave Roebuck sends 
over, boring out the cylinders, 
deepening the stroke until the 
manufacturer’s original is only a 
near-hollow container for a 
network of enlarged, fuel- 
injected tunnels. It’s people like 
Mouse, poking holes in Harleys, 
who can transform an Electra 
Glide from a regular gas-burning 
piddler into a 260 Sunoco High- 
Test-only screaming monster, a 
mean streak of chrome pelting 
down the freeway. 

Mouse is a quiet person. He is 
aroused easily, though, when 
conversation turns to shoddy 
craftsmanship — such as the 
new ’Glides Harley Davidson is 
now offering. 

“The last eight or nine years, 
Harley’s quality has gone 
through some big changes,”’ 
Mouse explains, gesturing at one 
of the several disassembled 
engine blocks in his basement. 
“The motor’s better, sure, since 
the new shovelhead engine 
breathes better, stays cooler. But 
since AMF [the bowling equip- 
ment people] bought out Harley, 
they’ve been overstepping 
production, trying to turn a fast 
buck. 

“The first thing I do now when 
a customer brings me a new 
’Glide is just to.take the whole 
thing apart. You’ll always find 
something wrong with it. Usual- 
ly, it’s missing spacers or badly 
machined parts. Hell, one friend 
of mine blew out a brand new 
one in two weeks.” 

Neither Hook nor Mouse have 
any use for foreign bikes, even if 
Harley is messing around with 
their most prized possession. A 
Harley, they will tell you, can 
still take incredible punishment 
and surivive, not vibrate apart 
like ‘‘Limey”’ bikes such as 
Triumph. As for Hondas, the 
Angels are impressed with their 
speed, but not their quality. ‘‘A 
friend of mine had the whole 
front end collapse on him,” 
Mouse says. ‘‘Brand new, too.” 
But words fail the “‘brothers” to 
explain their deeper attachment. 
‘“‘Harley is American,’’ Hook 
venture. “The only American 
bike, now that the Indian big- 
inchers are extinct.” 

“Harley means brute-power,” 
Mouse interjects, gazing down at 
his boring tools. ‘““And you can 
still use the‘old parts and the old 
know-how to build it up the way 
you want it. The custom outfits 
haven't begun to produce good 
accessories for Hondas. Hell, it’s 
the only bike you can still use an 
old-fashioned American quarter- 
inch wrench on.” 

So, like the star-spangled 
bumper sticker reads on the 
Lowell Custom shop wall, “Keep 
America Free. Support Your 
Local Hell’s Angels.”’ But come 
soon. Winter-weight denim will 
soon give way again to the 
characteristic Angel attire of 
sleeveless t-shirts, perspiration 
and grease. While their sweet 
dreams and infernal machines 
lie in pieces on the ground, the 
Lowell Angels will courteously 
field all your questiong_and 
wrack their brains to supply you 
with the biggest chopper you can 
handle. But by March, they'll be 
firing up with a deafening roar, 
one with their bikes again, and 
Dave's Dream Hog will hopefully 
be squealing down the road and 
running like a bear. 

So see the Angels now, while 
you can still keep up with them. 
If you want to respect your 
Harley, it’s the least you should 
do. Especially, if you're going to 
fuck with it. 








200 MPH 
Electronic Balancing 
Available at our 
SERVICE AREA 





SUPER'COOLER 
ALUMINUM FAN 
10.95 
HEAVY DUTY CONST. 


Brand Name 
Aluminum Dish 
Mags $19” 

Two Piece Style Steel 

Rim With Aluminum Center 
14 or 15X6 $19°° 

140r 15X7 $20” eachinsets 


*Less than tour wheels add 31.89 
Lugs and caps ADD $2.89 per wheel 


SPARK PLUGS 
for Most Cars 


PRO STOCK 
HEADERS $69” aii cars 
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SIDE MOUNT 
3’ or 342°’ Collector HEADER SYSTEM 
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B.F. Goodrich original equipment Ue 
fiberglass belted white walls — Factory Blemished 
E78-14 e 
G78-14 All Sizes 
ese ne Price 
H78-14 
sg 2 $24°> plus F.E.T. 
AVALON Tires by LEE — Belted Fiberglass 
efi All Sizes 
sree One Price 
78.15 $22 us F.e.. 
AVALON Tires by LEE — Steel Belted 
Radial 70 Series All Sizes 
FRM One Price 
GRI0-15 $34 eos F.E.T. 
Mickey Thompson Indy Profile : 
60-15 JUST $69>s car 
LEE a 
Filters 
from $1.79 
. HI- 
@ PERFOR: 
Re MANCE 
Pape cey ae 


MUFFLERS 
9” to 13” 





Whatever your bag; street machine, race car, van, off 


, Better gas mileage 
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ion, get the right parts at the right price at NEW 
ENGLAND SPEED EQUIPMENT: 
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Brighton, Mass. 
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STILL UNSAFE AT ANY SPEED? 


Cutting back the uncuttable 


By Arthur C. Delibert 

America’s traffic death toll is 
so shocking that one hardly 
needs to be reminded of it. Even 
with the sharp decline apparent- 
ly caused by the energy crisis 
and the accompanying 55-m.p.h. 
speed limit, 46,000 Americans 
died in auto crashes last year, 
and over 1.5 million suffered in- 
juries disabling beyond the day 
of the crash. 

In 1966 the Congress, spurred 
on by Ralph Nader, met this 
problem head-on. The new U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
(DOT) was given broad authori- 
ty to require safer -auto design 
through the imposition of a 
ser.es of motor vehicle safety 
standards which every car 
manufacturer would have to 
meet. Over the years federal 
standards mandating such im- 
provements as energy-absorbing 
steering columns, stronger door- 
latches and crash-resistant 
windshields have brought about 
a steady decline in the vehicle 
death rate. 

This program holds great 
promise for the coming decade. 





Arthur Delibert is associate 
director of the Center for Auto 
Safety, a non-profit research and 
advocacy group founded by 
Ralph Nader in cooperation with 
Consumers Union. 


DOT-sponsored research has 
produced vehicle design techni- 
ques that, if adopted, could 
eliminate one-third to one-half 
of America’s motor vehicle 
fatalities by the 1980s. Unfor- 
tunately, the vehicle safety 
program itself may not survive 
that long. For the auto industry, 
champing at the bit after nearly 
a decade of government regula- 
tion, has now launched a major 
campaign to roll back the federal 
standards. 

The springboard for the in- 
dustry’s campaign has been the 
nation’s economic and energy 
crises. In a barrage of speeches, 
articles and full-page news- 
paper ads, industry executives 
have insisted that, if the federal 
government would only stop im- 
posing new standards which add 
to the size and weight of new cars 
and relax some existing stan- 
dards, it would greatly alleviate 
inflation, recession and the 
energy shortage, all at once. 

In a classic speech of this type, 
Ford Motor Company President 
Lee Iacocca recently appeared on 
a Detroit stage alongside two 
full-size prototype vehicles, one 
of the 1978 Ford Pinto and the 
other what Iacocca called ‘‘the 
1978 Federal Pinto.” The 1978 
Ford Pinto was portrayed as a 
natural extrapolation of the pre- 
sent Pinto; a small family car, 


weighing about 2570 pounds and 
costing $4200. The Federal Pinto 
was the vehicle Iacocca claimed 
will be necessary to meet federal 
safety and emission standards 
presently in effect or proposed 
for 1978. As he described it, the 
Federal Pinto would weigh near- 
ly 3000 pounds and cost about 
$5000. Iacocca insisted that the 
extra cost and weight were simp- 
ly not worth the benefit society 
would derive from the new stan- 
dards. 

In January GM’s new board 
chairman, Thomas A. Murphy, 
joined the fray with a letter to his 
company’s stockholders sug- 


gesting that they urge their con-: 


gressmen and senators to sup- 
port a moratorium on new 
federal standards. The letter 
asked a continuation of the pre- 
sent emission controls (rather 
than the tightening mandated 
for 1977 by the Clean Air Act) 
and a five-year deferral of “‘other 
federal regulations which would 
add weight and cost to our 
vehicles.” (In the interest of ac- 
curacy, it should be pointed out 
that GM did not send the letter 
to every one of its million-plus 
stockholders. The Center for 
Auto Safety has not received the 
letter, even though it owns one 
share of GM stock. Nor has 
another stockholder, the Project 
on Corporate Responsibility, an 


advocacy group formerly known 
as Campaign GM.) 

Smaller members of the in- 
dustry have, of course, supported 
the giants in this campaign. In 
November Breeze Corporation, a 
truck-brake manufacturer, took 
a full-page newspaper ad — 
headlined, ‘“‘Mr. President: Save 
us from the abuses of 
bureaucracy” — to denounce the 
DOT’s new standard for anti- 
skid brakes. In December the 
New Jersey Automobile Dealers 
Association placed an ad deman- 
ding that Congress ‘“‘stop adding 
to car costs” and ‘thand back our 
freedom of choice’’ in the 
marketplace. 

Almost anyone who has ever 
bought a car can begin to point 
out the defects in the auto in- 
dustry’s arguments. For car 
buyers know that at the very 
same time these auto executives 
are urging a rollback of federal 
standards — ostensibly, in the 
interest of fuel economy and cost 
savings — they are weighting 
down their new cars with expen- 
sive “‘options’’ and adopting 
various coercive techniques to 
make sure that car buyers will, 
indeed, include them. 

For example, many prospec- 
tive car buyers have found in re- 
cent years that what was once an 
option is now a “delete option.” 
The buyer must specify that he 


does not want the option and 
suffer through a six-week delay 
while the car is built specially to 
order; any price increases during 
that time must be absorbed by 
the purchaser. Other buyers 
have found that some options 
they want can be purchased only 
in combination with others, 
which they don’t want. Techni- 
ques such as these artificially in- 
flate the industry’s statistics 
purporting to show that luxury 
options are popular with the car- 
buying public. And thus they 
seem to support the industry’s 
claim that, if we are to make our 
new cars lighter and less expen- 
sive, it is the fedreally-mandated 
safety and pollution equipment, 
rather than these ‘“‘popular op- 
tions,”” which should be the first 
to go. 

Unfortunately, not all of the 
defects in the industry’s argu- 
ment are so apparent to the 
average car buyer. Industry 
spokesmen are attempting — 
and with a good deal of success 
— to blame government safety 
regulators for some of Detroit’s 
most costly failures. 

Chief among these failures is 
the ignition interlock system. In 
1973 a federal safety standard 
required that each new car have 
a buzzer/light warning system 
that was triggered whenever an 
occupant hadn’t buckled his 
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‘‘We can do so much for. you 
in car stereo it’s ridiculous!’’ 








Rich’s Suggested Systems: 


J.I.L. No. 704 AM/FM Stereo 
PIONEER No. TS 163 SPEAKERS 


$119 installed* 





J.1.L. No. 601 AM/FM STEREO 
WITH CASSETTE DECK 
CRAIG No. 9414 SPEAKERS 


$169 installed* 





PANASONIC CX141EU CASSETTE 
DECK WITH AUTO REVERSE 
CRAIG No. 9427 SPEAKERS 


$149 installed 





THE CHARLES LAQUIDARA 
SYSTEM 
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PANASONIC No. 701 AM/FM 
STEREO 
SONY No. TC30 CASSETTE DECK 

- CRAIG No. 9230A AMPLIFIER 

1 HighFrequency Tweeter 
2 — 54” 2002. Jensen Speakers 
2 — 6x’ 20 oz. Jensen Spea 


kers 
$490 installed* 
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Come and Test Drive the 
1975 Honda with the new 
CVCC Engine. The 1975 
E.P.A. Mileage Champion. 


IFWEST HONDA DEALER! 








ONE WEEK ONLY! 





CHANGES IN INDIVIDUAL ITEMS IN 
PACKAGE SYSTEMS 
AVAILABLE DEPENDING ON VEHICLE 





HONDA CIVIC 


All Models and Colors 
immediate Delivery 


OND VOD LURE, 


ON MBTA LINE TO BOSTON & CAMBRIDGE 


ALL INSTALLATIONS 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE! 








Tired of mechanic doubletalk? 





come and see us! *ANTENNA INSTALLATION EXTRA 


Rich's Auto ana Audio 
204 Dexter Ave. 
Watertown, Mass. 923-1490 


Rich’s Auto ana Audio 
204 Dexter Ave. 
Watertown, Mass. 923-1490 
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accepted the program were now 
enraged by it. They complained 
that Ralph Nader and.“‘bungling 
government bureaucrats” were 
loading their cars down with 
costly devices that motorists did 
not want or need. Shops adver- 
tising disconnection of the in- 
terlock did a land-office 
business. Comedians and car- 
toonists had a field day. Even 
this author, a long-time safety 
advocate, can confess to having 
torn the wires out of a seatbelt 
buzzer that would not shut up no 
matter how many of the car’s 
belts were buckled. 

But the public’s anger was 
misdirected — or, perhaps, misl- 
ed. The DOT’s record on the in- 
terlock. standard — which is 
open to public inspection — 
clearly shows that the impetus 
for the whole buzzer/light/inter- 
lock scheme came not from 
Ralph Nader or ‘‘bungling 
government bureaucrats,” but 
from the auto industry itself. 
Automobile and seatbelt 
, Sy. manufacturers, unhappy over 
ae 5 pian ee "Se DOT’s proposal. to require air 

= Fae anal bags (a pillow-like device which 

en ——-F — pops out of the dashboard in a 
crash to cushion the occupants’ 
impact), vigorously fought for 
the interlock as an alternative — 
even though the air bag had 
proved itself in extensive testing 
and the interlock had had vir- 
tually no testing. In fact, con- 
gressional investigators have 
reported evidence that the auto 
makers, through a series of 

White House meetings in 1971, 

virtually crammed the interlock 

down the throat of a reluctant 

DOT. : 

In 1974, when the interlock 
standard was an accomplished 
’ fact and thé public’s anger over 
it began to surface, the auto in- 
dustry suddenly reversed itself. 


seatbelt. This was followed a_ belt in a 1974 model car, the car the most~ optimistic surveys public relations viewpoint the Industry spokesmen, who had 
year later by the ignition in- wouldn’t start. showed no more than about 60 system was a disaster for the pushed for the interlock in the 
terlock system: if a front seat oc- From a safety viewpoint this percent of new car owners wear- federal safety program. Millions —relative privacy of the federal 
cupant hadn’t buckled his seat- sytem was barely a success: even ing their seatbelts. And from a of drivers who had previouslky Continued on page 18 
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x wi 
dumbalumb would leave a valu- 


able bicycle parked on a New York 
street for a day, let alone four 


weeks. Only a dumb-dumb or the ~~ a . 
owner of a Kryptonite Bicycle ; 

Lock with blind faith in the lock's . - 

ability to superguard a bike. 


Blind faith paid off. According to 


the number of bolt-cutter marks, | é = 
bends and other abrasions made 4 eS 

on the*lock during the four-week + : 
Pat at least 23 hopeful bievele a Te 


hieves had tried to out-do sper 


lock. Their efforts added. up to 

zilch. 

From a bike stealer’s point of view, ; 

kg oae is | of the —_ . 

most frustrating devices. A clever 

arrangement of metal baffles puts This is“Supertock.” 

the holt of the padlock out of reach 

of bolt cutters. And, instead ofa Beautiful it’s not. 

chain. gaara eg a | 

— pone ie og Bone But if you ask a cycler who owns one, you'll 

tree, post or whatever. quickly get the idea that the Kryptonite Bicycle 

Ix Kryptonite truly a foolproof Lock is a very pretty little gadget, indeed. ~ 

jg Been cae Oe eee Kryptonite is designed to secure the frame and 

suy is"Given enough time,adeter- the rear wheel, the two most expensive parts 

mined thief can break through — of a bike. Because it’s: made of stainless steel 

meh, cant perone Krsi bar stock. it's highly resistant to cutting instru- 

unteer a bike for an eight-week ments. And a stainless steel bonnet protects 

street test in beautifal downtown — the padlock shackle from being cut or forced 

New York? é open. That's why you get far better protection 
than from any padlock/chain combination 


Yi + . * F Thee g ct. 7 'h 
VAILABLE weighing many times more. Kryptonite is 2 
BICYCLE LOCKS ARE A pounds of pure brawn, ready to fight at the 
: AT THE FOLLOWING STORES: : touch of a hacksaw! . 
BICYCLE EXCHANGE. 3 Bow Street, Cambridge, Mass. NATICK BICYCLE SHOP, 222 West Central Street, Natick, Mass. 
THE BICYCLE PEDDLER, 832 Commonealth Avenue, Boston, Mass PILL HARDWARE, 743 Mass. Avenue, Cambridge, Mass 
LIFE CYCLE, 1008 Mass. Avenue, Cambridge, Mass. SK! MARKET, 860 Commonwealth Avenue, Brookline, Mass 
Harvard Square WALTHAM CYCLE, 723 Main Street, Waitham, Mass 
WHEEL DEALER, 339 Main Street, Maiden, Mass 


MIT Student Center 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center MOTION MARKET, 67 Union Street, Newton, Mass 
EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTSWEAR, 1041 Commonwealth Avenue, CHARLES STREET SUPPLY: 54 Charies Street. Boston, Mass 


Brighton, Mass. CENTRAL CYCLE, 195 Squuire Road, Revere. Mass . 
LAUGHING ALLEY BICYCLE SHOP. 51 Harvard Avenue. Aliston, Mass BELMONT BIKETOWN. 12 Brighton Street, Belmont, Mass 
BICYCLE REPAIR COLLECTIVE, 351 Broadway, Cambridge, Mass. BELMONT CYCLERY. 3 Cushing Avenue, Belmont, Mass , 
BOSTON BICYCLE SHOPPE, 50 Berkeley Street, Boston, Mass. BEACON HILL CYCLE. 303 Cambridge Street, Boston, Mass ; eee 
CAMBRIDGE CYCLE MART. 1408 Cambridge Streei, Cambridge. Mass. BOSTON LOCK & SAFE, 906 Beaconn Street, Boston, Mass 
HARRIS CYCLERY. 1286 Washington Street, Newton, Mass. : ae RICYCLE SHOP, 2044 Mass. Avenue. Cambridge. Mass 
INTERNATIONAL BICYCLE CENTER, 7€ Brighton Avenue, Boston, Mass ICYCLE WORK SHOP 233 Mass. Ave. Cambridge. Mass : 
If none of the above stores is convenient, write for the name of a store near you: ‘ 
KBL Corccration, 20 East Concord Street, Boston, Mass. 02118 Phone 617 ® KE6-6865 
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UNSAFE 


Continued from page 17 
rulemaking process, suddenly 
began to denounce it in public as 
a costly mistake forced on the 
car makers and the public by 
“Big Brother” in Washington. 
DOT was left holding the bag, 
and the federal safety program 
got an undeserved black eye in 
the public’s mind. Indeed, the 
interlock system has proved to 
be the auto industry’s most 
effective example in its cam- 
paign to roll back the standards. 
The program suffered another 
black eye from the federal 
bumper standard. Since 1973, 


DOT has required that new-car 
bumpers be capable of preven- 
ting damage to the vehicle’s 
safety-related components in a 
five-m.p.h. crash. Since then, 
new car buyers have found their 
vehicles laden with expensive 
and often overweight bumpers, 
which are barely effective in 
reducing costly sheet metal 
damage in low-speed crashes. 
Auto industry spokesmen have 
seized on this as another exam- 
ple of costly ineptitude on the 
part of government rulemakers. 
Again the auto industry itself, 
and not the government, 
deserves mot of the blame. 

The federal bumper standard 
specifies only the performance 
required of the new bumpers in a 
crash; each auto company is free 


to use any bumper it can devise 
which will meet this perfor- 
mance level. There is good 
evidence that many auto makers 
have chosen bumper designs far 
heavier and costlier than need 
be. For example, two researchers 
from the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety reported in a 
paper at last year’s conference of 
the Society of Automotive 
Engineers that the insurance in- 
dustry has found ‘‘hige 
differences” in the replacement 
prices of bumper systems for 
seven domestic 1974 models: 
Front bumper replacement 
prices range from $111 to $347 
and rear bumper replacement 
prices range from $80 to $296. 
Comparing replacement 
prices for subcomponents 


among the same seven 
domestic .1974 models, the 
bumper energy absorbers 
range in replacement prices 
from $13 to $67, a more than 
five-fold difference. Such 
huge price ranges for designs 
intended to perform the same 
function strongly suggest that 
cost-effectiveness has not 
been a concern of the 
manufacturers in meeting 
this standard. 

Such inflated prices have 
proved to be an important 
weapon in Detroit’s campaign as 
consumers, believing the costly 
bumpers to be solely the result of 
the government’s bumper 
regulation, have vented their 
anger on the federal standards 
program. 
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®FRONT END SERVICE @COOLING SYSTEM . 
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CAMBRIDGE-—SOMERVILLE 


AUTO CLINIC 


COMPLETE AMERICAN am 
FOREIGN AUT SERVICE 


e MUFFLERSeTIRES 


*TRANSMISSION SERVICE 





VW SPECIALISTS. We stock 
VW Parts and Snow Tires. 


VALVE JOBS 


ON ALL MAKES 
ROAD SERVICE 





266 (REAR) BEACON ST., ACROSS FROM 
STAR MARKET, SOMERVILLE 
MON.-FRI. 8 to 6, TUES. & THUR. to 9, SAT. 9 to 2 


354-9517 





BMW and FERRARI 


Bring this ad and get FREE check-out and road test 


51 Allen Street 
Somerville, 


547-1555 





CASSETTE CAR STEREO PLAYER 


e@ STEREO-MATRIX 





MODEL 3511 


Suggested Min. Retail 


3511 
9427 


$69.95 
$23.95 


Retail Value $93.90 


~~. SPECIAL 


$7995 


AVAILABLE AT: 
BRAINTREE 


London House Of Tapes 


BILLERICA 
Lafayette Radio 


Electronics Associate Store 


BROCKTON 


Auto Sound Co., In 


CAMBRIDGE 
A. Smith 


COHASSET 
Olde Colony Stereo 


DEDHAM 
Music Tent 
Tape Place 


C. 


FRAMINGHAM 


Guarino's 


HANOVER 
Olde Colony Stereo 


LAWRENCE 
Malco Electronics 


MARLBORO 
Radio Shack Assoc. 


MEDFIELD 
A&D Television Sales 


MILFORD 


Pagnini’'s Music Nook 


QUINCY 


CIRCUITRY 


e SLOT CASSETTE 


LOADING 


e END-OF-TAPE 
INDICATOR LIGHT 


e LOCKING FAST 


FORWARD & 


REWIND 


e PUSHBUTTOM 


OPERATION 


PLUS 


‘CRAIG CUSTOM 


MODEL 9427 


STONEHAM 


Auto Sound 
SOUTH NASHUA, N.H. 


Lafayette Radio 
Electronics Associate Store 


WALTHAM 
Waltham Camera & Stereo 


WEST QUINCY 
Olde Colony Stereo 


WEST BRIDGWATER/ 


BROCKTON LINE 


Jason's Music 


Tape Place Il 





The pricing weapon has also 
appeared in the continuing con- 
troversy over the: proposed air 
bag standard. The auto makers 
insist that they cannot install 
the air bag in new cars for less 
than $225; some manufacturers’ 
estimates range as high as $335. 
This, say the auto makers, is too 
much to pay for the expected 
benefits. 

Yet two former high-ranking 
GM officials recently testified 
that air bags could be supplied 
for half that amount. The two, 
former GM Vice-President John 
Z. DeLorean and former GM 
engineer Robert F. McClean, 
once in charge of the company’s 
air bag program, said that air 
bags couldfve provided for a total 
consumer cost of $148, including 
a ten-percent markup for 
manufacturer’s profit and a 20- 
percent markup for the auto 
dealer. After about three years, 
they testified, a second genera- 
tion system could be installed in 
new cars for $84. 4 

In their attack on the govern‘ 
ment standards, industry 
spokesmen have also persistently 
ignored advances in safety 
research which indicate that 
even subcompact vehicles can be 
made dramatically safe with lit- 
tle sacrifice in cost or weight. 
When Mr. Iacocca gave his 
‘‘Ford Pinto/Federal Pinto’’ 
speech in November, he either 
did not know about or did not 
care to mention a third Pinto 
design. Working under a DOT 
contract, Minicars, Inc., a 
California-based research firm, 
has modified a production model 
1974 Pinto to provide the oc- 
cupants with 50-m.p.h. crash- 
worthiness. That is, this sub- 
compact car can slam head-on 
into a fixed barrier at 50 m.p.h. 
(or at a higher speed into an ob- 
ject with some flexibility, such 
as a parked car), and the oc- 
cupants would likely survive. 
The net weight increase resulting 
from the modifications: 80 
pounds. a 

Nor was Minicars alone in this 
accomplishment. The Japanese 
Nissan Company, producer of 
the. Datsun, has developed a 
2750-pound experimental vehi- 
cle with 55-m.p.h. crashworthi- 
ness. Fiat’s experimental safety 
vehicle tipped the scales at less 
than 2000 pounds. 

The term ‘“‘survivable’ 
deserves some clarification, in 
the interest of accuracy. It does 
not mean that the car’s oc- 
cupants can hop out smiling 
after a 50-m.p.h. crash. It means 
that the force levels experienced 
by the occupants in the crash are 
below those which researchers 
deem fatal; lesser injuries are 
still a distinct possibility. Not- 
withstanding these qualifica- 
tions; however, the federal vehi- 
cle safety program appears on 
the verge of major advances 
toward halting the slaughter on 
the nation’s highways. 

But will the program survive 
that long? The auto makers’ 
campaign, despite its contradic- 
tions and shortcomings, shows 
evidence of taking hold in 
Washington, and especially at 
the White House. President Ford 
has so far limited his public com- 
ments on the subject to a plea for 
congressional delay of the 1977 
emissions standards; he has not 
mentioned the federal safety 
standards. But twice in the past 
two months, the DOT has 
proposed to postpore or elim- 
inate new safety standards “in 
light of the current economic 
situation.” Agency officials have 
indicated in privaté conver- 
sations that they are unhappy 
with these decisions but are un- 
der great pressure from the 
White House. ~ 

In the end only the Congress 
can order a full-scale rollback of 
the federal safety program. It, 
too, is under great pressure to do 
so from the White House and the 
auto industry. Hopefully, 
though, the Congress will take 
the time to fully understand the © 
issues involved. ~ 


’ 
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Continued from page 7 


stripped and left.” 
In terms of cost; stolen car 1974 TOYOTAS A STOCK 
osses in Massachusetts hit “THE MOST CENTRALLY LOCATED 


Imost..$26 milli 
piconet age segrin pee A AUTHORIZED FIAT DEALER IN 


anywhere from $1 to $3 -billion oz 
throughout the country): There BOSTON 
are no figures to show how much 1 — HUGE PARTS INVENTORY 
i i 2 — NO WAITING FOR A SERVICE APPOINTMENT 


equipment was ripped off, accor- 


"a hese ot statistics and CAMBRIDGE IMPORTED CARS BOCH TOYOTA 


crime indexes only serve to point 259 McGrath Highway 
up the massive size of the Somerville 666-4100 RTE. .* NORWOOD — 762-7200 
_ problem. They don’t tell you and ; 
me how to avoid becoming part 
of the growing list of victims. 
They just tell us we’d better do 
something. And quick. But what 


to do? smpulse might be torun | | DON’T LET SOME MECHANIC SCREW-UP Greater Boston's Only 
out and buy an anti-theft device YOUR CAR — DO IT. YOURSELF! COM PLETE HON DA DEALER 


of some kind. The auto accessory 


stores are loaded with them: ig- We give you the right tools, a clean bay, AUTOMOBILES Service * Parts MOTORCYCLES 
nition and hood locks, electronic and some friendly advice. NEW HONDA Sales 


ignition locks, siren burglar cvcc Lina 
alarm systems, cut-off fuses, 4 mechanics = loa 
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anti-theft doorknobs, locking gas Courses in on duty YOU-DO-IT - 
caps, electronic hood locks, key Basic American — aateieeeal af 


or 
operated hood locks, hub cap to Repair & ; WE-DO-IT 
safety locks, wheel locks, locking ape hep Foreign Cars 


lug nuts, electronic devices that WEYM OuUTH HON DA 


sound the horn when the hood is 
raised. The list goes on and on. HACKER’S HAVEN 211 Main St, Rt. 18 at Rt. 3 exit 28 N. 


The question is: do any of | f 31 Landsdowne St., Cambridge, nr. MIT 354-8610 Weymouth * 337-7400 
them work, and if so, which are 
the best? 

The opinions of the experts 
vary. George McManus of the 
National Auto Theft Bureau, an 
agency supported by some 450 
insurance companies writing 
auto theft insurance, maintains 
that there is no such thing as a 
device that will make a car ab- Pn fl 
solutely theft-proof. In fact, that “i “\ 

t 


























is the one disturbing thing on 
‘ which all the experts seem to 
agree. You can make it more dif- 
ficult for someone to steal your 
car, but you cannot make it im- 
possible. 
McManus says the best thin 
a car owner can do is to be Hatchback hs 
careful, advice that my father 
gave me when I turned 16, 
relative to a different “subject. 


For instance, always lock your 
car and take the keys with you. 
(For the past two years, it has 
been against the law in 
Massachusetts to leave your keys 
in the car. If they catch you, they 
punish you by making you look 
at a picture of Registrar David 
Lucey.) When possible, park in a 
well-lighted area and avoid park- 
ing at the end of the block. Some 
enterprising thieves employ tow 
trucks to remove cars, and it is 


tough to tow a car parked 3 
tk ree ways to buy 


McManus also adds that, of 


_ all the anti-theft devices, the 
siren is the best alternative. 
‘Generally speaking, anything J on a engine. 


that makes noise will be effec- 
tive,” he maintains. “Burglar 
alarms, sirens, lights. Anything 
to attract attention.” 


Today, people who talk about new cars are The Honda Civic Hatchback. Its rear door 
talking about one of the most brilliant engineer- opens for easy loading. The rear seat folds 
ing feats of this decade — the Honda Civic down for lots of gtoceries, house plants or 


Don Gorman, an insurance in- ‘ 
vestigator with the Insurance CVCC engine. even the family dog. 


Crime Prevention agency in With the addition of a third valve for each The Honda Civic 5-speed. A real driving 
Boston, agrees. “There is no cylinder, Honda has created an engine that machine with even better gas mileage — 
specific, hard deterrent to stop a meets the stringent 1975 Federal and California 42 miles per gallon on the highway according 
person who wants to steal your emissions requirements without the use of a to EPA lab tests. Very sporty looking too, with 
lock ~ie a lik Steering wheel catalytic converter. It also got about 28 miles hounds-tooth pattern seats, radial tires, 
if you're Fab git ag per gallon around town and 38 miles per gallon tachometer and sports steering wheel. All 

‘ on the highway according to EPA lab tests. standard equipment. 


but when you're dealing with - 
~ pros, they don’t count for much. (That's with our 4-speed model.) Find out about Honda Civic’s other advantages 


‘ The best anti-theft device is an And Honda doesn’t offer just one car with this including front-wheel drive, rack and pinion 
alarm of some kind, something | remarkable engine. The CVCC engine comes in steering, dual hydraulic braking circuit and 
"a St aie ta ; three Honda Civic models. independent MacPherson strut suspension at 

e point that Gorman makes all four wheels. See your local Honda Civic 
f The Honda Civic Sedan. Amazingly roomy y 
et ee ee inside. We invite you to compare it with other dealer for details on the 1975 Civic CVCC. 


sionals is interesting. Estimates 
vary on the number of joy riders leading subcompacts. *Side stripes optional. 


stealing cars as opposed to the HONDA CIVIC 


number of people who do it to 


make money. Some claim the joy What the world is coming to. 


riders are responsible for as 
much as 80 percent of auto |° For details and a test drive, see these Honda auto dealers: 


thefts, some say only 55 percent. . CE 
decries] | RROGETON GAMBRIDGE, FVEREUT .. ,, LAWRENCE., 
stealing cars becomes more and (a) otors — Co. let 


more lucrative, more and more 2074 South Main St. 275 Fresh Pond Parkway 67 Chelsea St. Rt. 495 
people will cechew. pleasure for 587-2200 864-5900 389-7770 687-3000 
~ business. 
Continued on page 20 
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A. ONE STOP SERVICE FACILITY 
MAILLET & REYNOLDS MOTORS, INC. 
A&H AUTO BODY 
ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS — ‘FOREIGN & 
DOMESTIC 
A FEW OF OUR SERVICES 


¢ Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Exhaust Systems ¢ Carburetors ¢ Alternators ¢ 
Starters © Transmissions ¢ Differentials ¢ Batteries ¢ Tires ¢ Ball Joints ¢ 
Valve Jobs ¢ Engines ¢ Lubrication ¢ Diagnostic Service ¢ Air Con- 


ditioning 
ALSO 


BEAR SYSTEM SERVICE TO INCLUDE 
¢ High Speed Wheel Balancing ¢ Front End. Alignment 
¢ Frame Repair ¢ Axel Bend ing 
¢ Complete Auto Body Repairs and Painting 
Licensed Appraisers on the Premises 
All Work Guaranteed 
Authorized State Inspection Station 
Open Staurdays For All Services 
New Cars — Used Cars 
Bought & Sold 
Exclusive Distributors For 


peru 


Use some extra prevention and protection with PERMIUM enginge chemicals that lubricate, 
seal or clean your engine parts — whether it’s gas or diesel. PERMIUM is backed by a 
CONSUMER MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 

Viscostty Improver ¢ Radiator Sealer © Carburetor Cleaner ¢ Transmission Sealer ¢ Oil Supple- 
ment ® Diesel Fuel Stabilizer ¢ Radiator Treatment 








THEFT 


Continued from page 19 






thefts in New York City resulted 
in 100 cars having their radiators 
stolen. The reason: the thieves 
were after the copper that con- 
stitutes the bulk of radiators (the 
price of coppet is skyrocketing). 

It’s really not too difficult to 
turn a decent dollar on stolen 
cars, and that’s one of the 
problems. Explained Gorman: 
“A thief will steal a car like a 
VW, which has only three vehi- 
cle identification numbers 
(VINs) on the car — on the hub 
of the transmission, on a plate on 
the dashboard and in the front of 
the trunk. Then he’ll go to a 
salvage yard, buy a wrecked VW, 
remove the VINs and switch 
them with those of the stolen car. 
Then he’s hame free.” 

Law enforcement officials, 
aware of the salvage problem, 
have introduced legislation 
which would require all salvage 
operators to be licensed. The law 
would make it mandatory for all 
VINs to be removed and return- 
ed to the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles. According to Herb 
Burr, chief of the Registry’s auto 
theft division, ‘‘the salvage 
operation concerns about five to 
ten percent of all stolen cars. But 
I've got to emphasize that about 
95 percent of the salvage com- 
panies are- legitimate. It’s the 
other five percent, the backyard 





















Conveniently Located on Public Transportation Routes At 
97 KIRKLAND ST., CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 02138 
Service: 547-1000 Body Work: 547-1037 







Cars salvage operators, that give us 
122 BEACON ST., SOMERVILLE trouble.” 
547-1037 Meanwhile, while thieves and 









joy riders and crooked salvage 


For instance, a recent rash of 
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“SOUND SYSTEMS FOR AMERICAN & IMPORTED CARS, TRUCKS & VANS” 














PANASONIC PIONEER LARION 6 J.I.L. 
L. MODEL 604 
; a yey wn In-Dash AMEN Stereo With Cassette 
PANASONIC MODEL CQ959 FACTORY REFURBISHED In-Dash 5M Stereo With ut 
In-Dash Board Installation AM/FM Stereo - Reverse ice $139.95 Our Price S88R93 
Radio with Built in 8-Track Tape PIONEER MODEL KP300/8 Our Price . JILL. MODEL 851 
Our Price $159.95 FM Stereo Radio, W/Cassette, Auto- MUNTZ-CLARION In-Dash AM/FM Stereo With 8-Track Tape. 
verse. MODEL 940 Under-Dash Cassette Deck. 
PANASONIC MODEL CA11Z l Our Price $89.95 Auto-Reverse. Our Price $109.95 
FM Converter. Add To Existing AM Radio Our Price $89.95 
Our Price $39.95 PIONEER MODEL TP8000/B acth.e.aneet JALL. MODEL 701 
PANASONIC MODEL CR714 Wack Tape INCLUDES, Pair Craig 9404 | Model 811 Under-Dash Cassette Fast in Dash AN Stren 
AM/FM Stereo Radio. Designed for im- Speakers Forward, and Rewind, Auto-Reverse. Our Price $69.95 
ported and compact cars. Our Price $99.95 Our Price $109.95 ss 
Our Price $119.95 J.1.L. MODEL 702 
PIONEER MODEL QP400/8 MUNTZ-CLARION In-Dash AM/FM Mono Radio 
Pe Me BRE hd 
ull Size : i ind, j 
Cars, Vans and Trucks _ _— Reverse. eth ascre sins Ow Price. $59-95 
Our Price $124.95 Our Price $125.00 Our Price $279.95 


BURGLAR ALARMS INSTALLED INTO ANY VEHICLE rrom$54.95 (INSTALLED) 
We Accept Mastercharge,’BankAmericard and Cash 













THE STEREO PLACE, INC. 


277 Worcester Rd., (Rte. 9) Framingham, Mass. 
Tel. 873-9171 / 879-1352 * Open 9-9 Daily, Sat. 9-6 P.M. 











operators run rampant, what is 
the auto industry doing to help 
discourage the ripoff artists? 
Jim Doto, head of GM’s: Vehi- 
cle Security Activity Office and 
a répresentative to the Motor 
Vehicle Manufacturers Associa- 


tion Security Committee, says 
they're working on the problem 
all the time. But first, you’ve got 
to understand the way they look 
at things. 

‘“‘Anytime you have a movable 
object,’’ says Doto, ‘‘you’re going 
to have a tough time preventing 
anyone from moving it. Our goal 
is to foil a thief for from three to 
five minutes. If we do that, we’ve 
done our job.” 

And just what are the anti- 
theft (the industry calls them 
time-delay”) devices that GM 
has introduced on their cars? 
Doto ran down a list of five, in 
addition to some optional 
accessories. 

First, there is the key-in-lock 
warning buzzer device, a gadget 
which.has pushed more than one 
driver to the brink of insanity. 
However, it does remind you to 
take your key out of the car. 
(More statistics: someone es- 
timated that 80 percent of cars 
stolen are unlocked, and that 
half of those have the keys left in 
them.) 

Next comes the steering 
column lock, introduced in 1969. 
About half the cars on the road 
now have steering column locks. 
A good thief, working with a dent 
puller or a slide hammer, can rip 
out a steering column lock in 
about six seconds. 

There are also separate igni- 
tion and door keys (called multi- 
ple key systems), inside hood 
releases and electronic vehicle 
alarm systems (optional on most 
cars, standard on Corvettes, fac- 
tory installed on Cadillacs and 
Oldsmobiles). 

GM is working on a new 
security package, according to 
Doto, which will be ready 
sometime in 1977-78. ‘Major 
changes take about three years 
to develop and install,” he ex- 


_ plained. What the new package 


was, he wouldn’t say, except to 
indicate that it was directed at 
“larceny-type thefts” (the steal- 
ing of parts of the car) and at 
“immobilization” (the stealing 
of the entire car), which seems to 
cover all the bases. 

One thing about anti-theft 
devices: no one seems to have 
done any definitive testing on 
them, making recommendation 
of various types or brands a 
-problem. Everybody has their 
own idea about what is good and 
what is bad. Ellis the Rim Man, 
an auto accessory dealer on 
Commonwealth Ave., carries a 
broad line of anti-theft goodies, 











MUFFLER VILLAGE 


Foreign Exhaust Specialists 
Guaranteed Work — Low Rates 
Custom Pipe-bending; free flow exhausts 
14 Brighton Ave. 
at Comm. Ave. 


787-1900 - 
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Gabriel Shocks 
Carello Lights 
E.C.P. Rustproofing 
ame, FOr Cars & Trucks 

ee ee ee oe 





The Tire ‘Man 


357 Main St.. Reading 944.6265 
Open 8:30 - 5:30 dolly Sot to 4 p.m. 
Thurs. & Fri: nites til 8:30 



















SPECIAL PURCHASE! 
M.825X14 825X115 
While they last! 
Retreads 
Alignment 
and up 


SUMMER TREADS. 
M5 845X14 900X15 
full “una AS. tea, 


mM 775X14 =815X15 | $19. 95 
4 ply white 
eet Wheel $1 19 














SPECIAL PURCHASE! 


GLASS BELTED 


E78X14 G78X15 
F78X14 H78X15 
G78X14 J78X15 
J78X14 L78X15 

While they Last! 


All tires plus F.E.T. 


- AND THERE’S MORE! 









1 eeetrew we 
eeespesepepeepaeaeanesas @ 
















$31.°5 

















Dunlop Tires — 

at discount prices 
Goodyear Blems — 
Call for price 















prices ranging from $4.95 for cut- 
off fuses to $59.95 for siren 
burglar alarms. Sales are going 
up all the time. His most popular 
item is an electronic ignition 
lock, the Deweko electronic lock, 
with an item called the Krooklok 
very popular as well. This hooks 
around the brake or clutch pedal 
and around the steering wheel, 
then locks, making it impossible 
to turn the wheel or depress the 
pedal. Ellis figures, at worst, it is 
a deterrent. “Some kid out to 
steal a car looks in and sees the 
Krooklok, he might move on the 
the next car.” 

Eddie Shanning, on the other 
hand, wouldn’t cross the street 
to buy the finest Krooklok ever 
made. ‘‘Useless,”’ he says. “A 
guy that’s stealing your car 
doesn’t care if he breaks 
something. He’ll just bend the 
wheel down four inches and slip 
the Krooklok’ right off.” 

Eddie’s not too crazy about 
sirens, either. 

“How many times have you 
been walking down the street 
and heard an alarm go off? Do 
you think anyone’s going to run 
to investigate? And if they do, 
what are they going to do about 
it? You gonna run up to a couple 
guys sitting in your car and get 
shot or something?” 


He tells the story of a man who 
took his car, which had an alarm 
in it, to the airport and left it in 
the garage there. On his way to 
the terminal he remembered 
he’d left something in the car 
and returned, not five minutes 
later, to find several men sitting 
in it. He shouted, they took off, 
the police gave chase and the car 
became involved in an accident. 
In the confusion the thieves got 
away and the car, a 75 Con- 
tinental, now sits in the yard 
outside Eddie’s body. shop, 
awaiting repairs. 

In another instance involving 
a car with a siren, thieves drove 
off with it from a shopping center 
parking lot, the siren going full 
blast. Other drivers, thinking the 
car was a police vehicle, pulled 
over to make room as it sped 
past. An hour later, it was used 
in a holdup. 

Eddie’s philosophy about anti- 
theft devices is simple. “If you 
can’t get a car started, you can’t 
steal it,’ he says with the 
wisdom of a man through whose 
body shop an average of six 
recovered stolen cars pass week- 
ly. “Anyway, the primary con- 
cern of real car thieves is to get 
the radial tires and the AM-FM 
stereo.” 

What Eddie recommends is a 


hidden cut-out switch. “It’s the 
only thing that will stop a thief,” 
he says. 

The hidden cut-out is like a se- 
cond ignition system. Hooked up 
to the car radio, cigarette lighter 
or dimmer switch, it has to be 
activated before the car will 
start. 

‘‘Delayed in-line circuit 
breakers for the ignition are fair- 
ly effective, too,” the says, ‘but 
not as good as a hidden switch.” 

So whom should you believe? 
The people who say the best 
thing to do is to be careful, exer- 
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cise basic safety.rules (like tak- 
ing your key out of your car, 
making sure the door is locked, 
parking in well-protected areas) 
and who advocate use of anti- 
theft devices that attract atten- 
tion, like sirens and flashing 
lights? Or the people who say the 
best thing to do is baffle the 
thief, confuse him enough so 
that, with luck, he will go steal 
someone else’s car? 

The answer, in the face of ris- 
ing car thefts, is that you should 
probably believe them all. Until 
someone comes up with a 


foolproof anti-theft device, and 
that day does not seem to be on 
the horizon, it’s every man for 
himself. Do whatever you think 
will work, whatever the experts 
tell you will thwart the thief. 
Burglar alarms? Sure. Hidden 
cut-out switches and in-line cir- 
cuit breakers? Why not? 
Krookloks and electro magnetic 
trunk bolts? Take a chance. 
Remember, certain types of 
devices are going to fool certain 
types of thieves. Just hope 
you've got the right one when the 
moment of truth arrives. 

















Engine Compression Test 
Inspect All Tune Up Parts 
Brakes & Shocks 


Engine Rebuilding 
General Maintenance 





With this notice ONLY: at 
THE LIVERY 


ABSOLUTELY FREE, no gimmick or cost: 
A COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE CHECKUP including: 


So Stop in and see us at THE LIVERY 


THE LIVERY - 
253 Wash. St., Union Square, Somerville 666-0288 


(Across the Square from Union Sauare Motors) 
nnounces 


especially for Bug owners (and all other VW’s, too) 
Exterminator Service 


lire Sales 
New or Used 
Same day Service, when possible. 
To get the bugs out of your Bug. call THE LIVERY 


Front Suspension 
Clutch & Transmission 
Wheel Bearings 


Offer good until March 30, 1975. 


Brake Work 
Tune Up 











124 BRIGHTON AVENUE, ALLSTON 
YAMAHA TRIUMPH BMW NORTON 


OSSA 


274-1170 


CASH REBATES 
& ACCESSORIES 


THROUGHOUT 
FEBRUARY... 


HONDA KAWASAKI HUSOVARNA 
31 BOYLSTON STREET, BROOKLINE 


PROTECT AND BEAUTIFY 
YOUR CAR’S VINYL 


Get ‘1.00 back 


(90¢ Refund + 10¢ Postage) 


from DuPont 


WHEN YOU BUY ANY 
TWO OF THESE “RALLY” 


i—) 





VINYL CARE PRODUCTS 


“Rally” Vinyl Top Cleaner — 
sprays away dirt from vinyl! tops. 


“‘Rally’’ Car Upholstery Cleaner — 
excellent cleaner for all sott interior surfaces, 


‘Rally’ Vinyl Top Dressing — 
helps keep all vinyl top colors looking new & shiny. 


“Rally” Black Vinyl Top Wax — 
Liquefies to protect and beautify black vinyl tops. 


Hub Auto Supply ee 


957 COMMONWEALTH AVE., BOSTON 
(NEAR B.U.) TEL. 782-1660 








Since 1970 


SMYLY BUICK LEADS THE WAY 


SAVINGS — SERVICE — SELECTION 
Eastern U.S.A. 
Largest Buick-Opel Dealer 





Factory. List 


Delivered— 
Your price 





New 1975 RIVIERA 


Smyly Discount 


$6673” 
$1283" 


$5390" 


Factory List 


Delivered — 
Your Price 





New 1975 ELECTRA 


Smyly Discount 


$6306” 
$12217° 


$5085" 








New 1975 LeSABRE 


Factory List $5024°° 
Smyly Discount $964°*° 





Delivered — - $ 4060" 


Your Price 


© 


New 1975 CENTURY 


Factory List $4021°* 
Smyly Discount $626** 


Delivered — $3395” 


Your Price 


New 1975 APOLLO 
Factory’ List $3630°: 
Smyly Discount $435° 


Delivered — $3195” 


Your Price 





Select From Over 500 Used Cars In Stock 


1973 OPEL GT COUPE Rally 
orange, 4 speed trans, radio, low 
mileage, priced to sell — 2 to 
choose from $2995 
1973 CHEVROLET MALIBU 2 dr. 
hardtop, Alpine blue, economy V- 
8, power steering & brakes, vinyl 
roof, ready to go $2995 
1972 BUICK ELECTRA — 4 to 
Choose from, exceptional cars 
loaded with power and extras. 
Low mileage, priced from $2995 
1971 CHEVROLET MALIBU 9 
passenger wagon, Coral finish, 
power steering, radio, extra clean. 
Hard to find $1995 
19/1 DODGE COLT Station wagon, 
4 cylinder automatic, real 


jC 








1971 BUICK ELECTRA Custom 4- 
dr. hardtop 3 to choose from. Lux- 
ury cars. Super values priced 
from $2395 


1972 CADILLAC Coupe DeVille, 
full power — loaded. Medium 
blue, vinyl roof, mint condition, 

i $3995 


low mileage 

1973 CADILLAC Coupe DeVille, 2 
to choose from. Full power, like 
new. Take your pick $5395 
1973 BUICK RIVIERA Full power, 
air cond., AM/FM stereo, door 


locks, plus many more extras. — 


White, vinyl roof, 17,000 
195 


miles 
1974 CHEVROLET VEGA COUPE 
a Automatic, radio, only 5000 


1973 BUICK ELECTRA 4- door 
hardtop full power, air cond., 
AM/FM radio, elec. door locks, 
like new, only 11,000 miles$4195 
1972 BUICK ESTATE WAGON. 
Full power 6 passenger light blue, 
wood-grain finish, luggage 
carrier, very clean. Priced extra ~ 
$2794 


low 

1973 BUICK LESABRE 4-door 
sedan, full power, air cond., vinyl 
roof, extra clean, Bittersweet 
finish, only $2995 
1972 BUICK CENTURION Conver- 
tible, full power, air conditioned, a 
real fancy car. Must be seen to ap- 
preciate. Only $2395 


1972 CHEVROLET VEGA COUPE 
GT 4-speed trans., radio, silver 
mint finish, extra clean. A puff 
$1695 

1970 OLDS DELTA 88 4-door 
hardtop full power, extra clean, 
perfect mechanical condition, 
priced to sell $1495 
1973 BUICK CENTURY 2-door 
Coupe, economy V-8 engine, 
power steering, radio, vinyl roof, 
only 9,000 miles $3395 
1970 INTERNATIONAL TRA- 
VELLALL STATION WAGON V-8, 
automatic, power steering, power 
brakes, air cond., white finish, 
vinyl! roof, only 38,000 
miles $2195 





324-7000 


SrnylyBuick-Op 


Eastern U.S.A. 
Largest Buick- 
pel Dealer 
Mon.-Fri. — 9-9 
Hrs: Sat. 9-5 
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The Car of-the Present ) Mid Winter (as pgm THESE PEOPLE 
KNOW THE BEST 
iden ities SPECIAL! WAY TO SELL A 
Cl eg cmntteey MAACO & : peg cea BOSTON 
a V. | with "100 body mn 229 Lowel 8. ‘i ; oe 
|___LIMMED TIME ONLY! riko inwirenae ‘; cars 


Estimates 





ACT NOW 
TO SAVE 54” 


if you mention this ad 
OFFER EXTENDED TO FEB. 28 
Le 








aint Vans & Trucks 
=F js 1965 Ford Supervan 67 eng., aut. 
666-4882 trans. $590. Call Karen: 782-8812 











For Sale: '65 Comet, starts each 
time, good on gas, burns no oil, 
$150. Call 782-2870 after 4 or 
wknds. Needs some work 














1968 INT. STEPVAN 
60,000 miles ex. running cond. 
bod in good shape no rust. A fine 
camper or moving van. $800 firm 
call 536-0717 Brian 


VW Bug body wanted 66-74, eng 
not imp., must b vry good to exc 


Foreign Engine Co. 
67 Chelsea St. 
Everett, Mass. in § 

389-7770 cond., with good trans. Call Don. 




















LANDCRUISER — 1969 Toyota 4 
wheel drive, AM-FM new bit tires, 

battery, etc. No rust. Best offer. 
776-3308 


& For Sale: 1969 VW 
Good condition, moving must sell, 
best offer. Call 783-0069 after 6 
p.m. 
. H Renault 10 1968 32 mpg, 4 spd, 
° r&h exc body, eng, 5 Michelin X 


rad a very sensible car! — Nice — 
$500. or B.O. Alan 521-0820 














Big Metro Van. Bed, cabinets and 


: dome. A good camper. Needs 
some work. Must remove soon. 
$200 firm. Chip 522-9056. Run- 
ning cond. 

1949 Chevy 4 dr 6-cyl sedan 


w/radio, heater. Interior good, 
needs paint job. No rust. New 
cluth & generator. Dependable & 
much loved. Must sell $500. Call 
665-7007, keep trying. Leaks oil. 















Mechanic out of job. Will do quali- 
ty work at reas. pri. Your location 
or mine. Al 267-6877 before 
(' 10am. U.S. or foreign cars. 


OLD LADY'S VOLVO 
MUST SELL!! 
30,000 orig. miles, studded snow 
tires, am/fm, no dents, never an 
accident, luxurious interior, new 
clutch, new starter, just tuned. '71 
red 2dr Volvo sedan. Orig. owner, 
hardly driven. $2000 891-5127° 
eves 6-10 only 









> 
{AIH r= | 



























1969 Ford Econoline window van. 
Clean inside, one driver. V-8 auto. 
Runs good. Ready for camper 
Outfitting. Day or evening, 
$800.00. Natick 655-1044 


1969 Ford Cortina — $600. or best 
offer. Allston. Call 254-4149 
before 2:00 p.m. or after 9:30 p.m. 









































1966 Corvair Corsa convertible. 
Mechanically good, exceltent cold 
weather starter. Body in bad con- 
dition. $100. 783-1602 


MEAN AND CLEAN 
1970 Olds 98, perfect cond. Black 
leather, air, tape, loaded. 1800 or 
best-offer.Call after six, 522-6274 








































‘69 VW Bug black w/red interior 
gd transp., radio, gd. tires, body 
needs work. Take best offer. Call 
782-6119 5 p.m.on 7 


‘New 1975 Beatles | a eee 
1 and 2 year contracts ee, 2a oe 


include insurance, plates, Sie aes once. 


! collision, all maintenance and ego sw Sa 


- 944-6265; 933-2931 


‘J * e 
unlimited free mileage NEW CARS, USED CARS. 
MOTORCYCLES, repairs, service, 
- parts, insurance — for all your 
f automotive needs. See Boston 
Phoenix's Automotive section in 
the first part of the paper. 


when your car reaches 40,000. miles Said ae 


Join the Z Club of New England. 
For the past two years over 200 


*) : you'll get a new Car : members have benefited by get- 




































ting substantial discounts on 
_ parts, attending tune-up, shock 

pl ase * all or writ . absorber & other clinics, rallies, 

" e e social get-togethers, and an in- 
teresting monthly newsletter shar- 
ing the members’ experiences 

on us ines iS) etter Ca with their cars. Meetings are held 

ss the 4th Thursday evening of each 
month at the Elk's Lodge in Fram- 
ingham (Happy Hour at 7, 


meeting at 8). Drop by or write for 
more info to Z Club of New Eng- 


: j . land, PO Box 75, Framingham, 
‘ Mass 01701 
: s 1971 Audi 100LS std, sunroof nds 
some work best offer over $1500. 
Cail Jeff 357-8318 pms, 734-6576 
days 


4 5 O uin Ave 1968 Pontiac Bonneville sta. wag 

3 g 7 ; battery $125: Pierre 423-6580 
uin Mass. 472-9333 For Sale — Me windvan _— 
y, : 479-8156 eee eta tina 

; 773-8118" New 4-Ply Tires H78x14. Also new 


battery $125. Greg 423-7586 




















































FACES IN THE LOUD 


Dirt think as stock-in-trade 


By Clif Garboden 

Seymour the Clown and a far 
from pulchritudinous home town 
beauty queen stand off to the 
side as Jack Arute, owner of the 
New Thompson Speedway, 
down in Stafford Springs, 
Connecticut, starts his pre-race 
pep talk. Seymour looks bored 
and not much like the prankish 
sport whose antics will later fall 
flat before 6000 race fans. Miss 
Speedway seems to be whimper- 
ing inside at the unavoidable 
prospect of kissing the winner, 
one of the “boys” from the dis- 
heveled troop of drivers standing 
in a ragged congregation facing 
Arute. 

Like a scoutmaster, Arute 
cautions, ‘‘“And when we read the 
rules over the loudspeaker. . . I 
know you've heard them, but we 
have to do it, so I'd appreciate it 
if you fellas didn’t clown around. 
It- looks sloppy out there. . . Now 
let’s all drive clean and put on a 
good show for the people.” 

That's no way to talk to 
heroes. The drivers listen with 
polite resentment, then the 
meeting breaks up and they head 
for their cars. A series of ex- 
plosions go off throughout the 
pits. 

There is nothing louder than 
the collective roar of unmuffled 
V-8 engines. To stand in the in- 
field of the New Thompson 
Speedway while 30 modified 
stock cars drive around and 
around one hundred times is like 
being surrounded by an _ hour- 
long traffic accident. It sounds 
like an airplane is taking off in 
vour head. 

Stock car racing at Thompson 
is the closest thing to the big 
time here in New England — 
there’s the paved track,. high 
banks, fast cars and five-dollar- 
a-head admission. Things here 
are just this side of glamorous. 
Everybody, from the strong 
silent drivers to their swarthy 
apostles in the pits, carries his 
full complement of pretensions. 

Talk to them and they think 
you're Jim McKay. ‘Well you 
know, I just want to do my best 
and try to win. I’ve got my 
brother Billy over there on my 
pit crew and my old friend 
Mickey there warmin’ up the 
Chevy. When I get out there, I 
know my boys are backin’ me all 
the way.” 

They'll never admit it, but 
when they’re told to put on a 
good show, they do what they’re 
told. The insiders know. They 
showboat during the qualifying 
heats, when all they care about is 
finishing one through seven, 
playing like they’re driving the 
Grand Nationals, staging 
‘‘slingshots’’ and _ trick 
maneuvers they wouldn’t dare 
try at twice the speed. Show 
business is almost as much fun 
as racing. 

The grandstands love that 
almost as much as they love the 
cars — which are for real: The 
fans at Thompson follow every 
lap. hopes placed like sentimen- 
tal wagers on “their driver,” 
“their car.” They .feel a_par- 
ticipatory identification with 
the machines on the ‘track, 
steeped in the still operative 
mvth that those cars are 
somehow related to “stock” cars 
with brand name and model 
types straight from the 
showroom. Just like the Detroit 
jobs the fans drive to the track. 

The grease-coated heroes who 
cluster around. their speed 
machines in the pits like teams 
of dirty surgeons also love their 
cars with a passion that defies 
understanding. They invest 
thousands upon thousands of 
dollars and untold manhours 
perfecting modifications so they 
can blast around the track like 

Continued on page 24 
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SELLING? BUYING? TRADING? 
. . Car Wheels, Bike Wheels, Truck Wheels, Any Wheels 


All Wheels Even Roller Skate Wheels — Get The Choice 
Deal in THE BOSTON PHOENIX CLASSIFIEDS 
TODAY 





L Lamp Lotus Automotive Engineering 


1360 Comm. Ave. Allston Tel: 738-0268 
A E (Driveway next to Mousetrap Cheese Shop) 

DO YOU REMEMBER all those times you said, ‘’| sure wish | could find 
some place where, in one stop, | could get complete, competent, honest 
automotive help? 
WELL, now there is. At LAMB-LOTUS we believe in teaching you 
PREVENTIVE maintenance. Our idea is: If you understand your car, you'll 
understand us when we tell you it’s sick, and then we’ll show you what’s 
wrong, and tell you how much it’II cost to put it back on the road to recovery. 

Mechanical Repairs: on your foreign car, such as: 

Lotus, BMW, Porsche, Triumph, Alfa, Fiat & VW. 

Anything from an oil change to an engine rebuild. 

Competition. Our specialty 


yeees With this notice ONLY: at Lamb Lotuse™==¥4 
ABSOLUTELY FREE, no gimmick or cost: 
A COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE CHECKUP including: 


Engine Compression Test Front Suspension 
Inspect All Tune Up Parts Clutch & Transmission 
Brakes & Shocks Wheel Bearings 








= BALTEXS 


means do-it-yourself auto repair 


You supply the labor, we G 
supply the tools and advice. 
Routine service parts in stock 

at discount prices. 


Special now through March 1* 
Quaker State Superblend — 2 qts. for $1.00 
$1.00 off on all oil filters (avail. most models) 


Open Monday through Saturday, 104m-10pm 
Sunday 10am-6pm 


*Limit 5 qts/customer, work performed on premises, while stock lasts 


813 Beacon Street 
Boston, 247-8218 


400 Rear Somerville Ave. 
Somerville, 623-9477 























Behind this 
mild-mannered 
exterior 

_ beats the 

ny heart of a 


zy sensible 
-machine! 


But durability isn't all; When you get behind the wheel you'll 
realize you ve got yourself a super-car. Standard features include 
reclining bucket seats, rack & pinion jsteering, independent 
suspension, front disc brakes, push bytton AM radio and lots 
more than your average “economy car” (and most are pretty 
average compared to a Subaru). There’s also Subaru’s famed 
front wheel dave — enough muscle to take off for years to come. 
And being a Subaru, it just hates to visit the service department 
or gas pumps (yes, good gas mileage, too!). Subaru — it’s the in- 
dividual machine, but the kind of car everyone should own. 


SUBARU — The Clark Kent of Economy Cars 
uM Dedham Foreign Auto 
95 Bridge Street — Rte 109 
Dedham ¢ 326-8400 


JOIN US ON MONDAY, FEB. 17., WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY FOR 














FREE REFRESHMENTS AND A TEST DRIVE ON A SUBARU 


Do IT Yourselfers 


You Can Save $s 
on Parts at 


BAP/GEON 
Imported Car Parts 


Bosch/Interpart/Castrol Oils/Kori Shacks 
Lucas/Cibie Lights/Amco Accessories 
Bap/Geon Replacement Parts 


2096 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
24 Brighton Ave. Boston 
1067 Main St. Worcester 


661-0820 
787-9350 
798-3743 
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STOCKS 


Continued from page 23 
superstars every weekend. 

But back at some point they 
didn’t have the kind of money 
they have now, so they went out 
and picked up a $200 Chevy — a 
real Chevy with a bummed-out 
250 cu. in. straight six. And they 
got together with their buddies, 
borrowed a sledgehammer and 
pounded the hell out of the “A” 
trame until the right front wheel 
dangled out at a ridiculous 
angle. Cleaned it up, hand 
painted their lucky number on 
the side and presto: a race car. A 
stock car, just like your, grand- 
mother drives except the frame’s 
bent so it'll corner better (or 
maybe turn over), and all the 
junk like the headlights and 
back seats has been stripped out 





> 


to make it light enough to do 60, are gone. The stock car world has 
even though the motor’s shot been beset by money, rules and 
after its original 90,000 miles. organization. The notion of 

For these drivers, those days ‘“‘stock’’ cars has been reduced to 





a pale excuse. By the book, a 
stock car must be an American- 
made, steel-bodied steel-block 
automobile, and there are safety 
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BOSTON @ MAZIA 


Fantastic Savings On Leftover 74 Models 


Clearance Bonanza For You 
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" THESE CARS STARTED 





Hy 








Piston Engine 
As gosoline burns in 
cylinders, pistons are 
forced up and down 
This reciprocating 
motion must be changed 
Mo rotary motion to turn 
car wheels Many 
additional moving parts 
are needed They 
reduce efficiency 
ncrease noise 





Piston vs. Rotory 


Rotary Engine 
Each face of the spinning 
rotor forms a moving 
chamber, fuel is drawn in 
A}. compressed and 
gnited (B), exhoust is 
expelled (C} 

Power 1s delivered ina 
smooth continuous flow 
without the jarring, up 
and down motion of the 
piston engine 




















Sedans from $2975 








4-door Wagons from $3200 














Rotary Engines 
3 yr. or 50,000 mile guarantee 








Piston Engines 
31 miles per gallon 











Open Mon-Thurs. 9-9 


783-5420 


Ist Anniversary Sale 


Trade and Save Week Used Cars from $900 


BOSTON @ MAZIA 





Friday 9-6 Sat. 9-5 


201 Cambridge St., Allston 
(nr. Storrow Drive and Mass. Pike) 


Sunday Browsing 1-5 


783-5420 








requirements like full roll cages. 
Cars compete within official 
classes like the “Modified Six- 
Cylinder,” the ‘“‘Modified Eight- 
Cylinder” or the. ‘‘Super- 
modifieds.”’ 

“Modified” is an understate- 
ment.. Engines den’t have to 
match the bodies, and they 
seldom do. ‘Mod Eight’ drivers 
favor giant Chevy 427-cubic-inch 
blocks because they can wind 
faster in the straightaway. 
Traditonally, stock car bodies 
were mostly the tops of Chevy 
coupes, vintage 1930s. Now that 
these are getting scarce, the 
trand has gone toward light Vega 
or Pinto shells. The “super- 
modified” class runs cars that 
don’t even pretend to be stock — 
hand-built, nitro-methane 
speedsters with spoilers as big as 
garage doors and chrome-plated 
headers that almost glow in the 
dark. Nowadays, it costs 
between $6000 and $15,000 to out 
a race car on the weekend cir- 
cuit. 

Did money spoil America’s 
amateur speed demons? Well, 
maybe not spoil, but it certainly 
had some effect. The drivers 
became overnight big shots, 
making it in the second most 
popular spectator sport in the 
country (next to the horses). 
They get their names in national 
racing magazines; concession 
stands sell their pictures to the 
adoring public; fan clubs form 
around their success and. dry 
cleaners and Sunoco stations 
give them money for painting 
advertising slogans on their cars 
— cars that just barely look like 
cars. Stripped down, cut down 
bodies with custom paint jobs, 
mounted on heavy-duty frames, 
riding on $85 tires and powered 
by NEW ass-hauling engines 
that roar like volcanoes out of 
the far turn. Things have gotten 
very professional. 

But not everywhere. There’s a 
track out in Lakeville, Mass., 
called the Lakeville ‘‘Think 
Dirt’’ Speedway, where the 
shoemakers and the salt of the 
earth can still bask in their 
amateurism. Lakeville is a dirt 
track that runs around a swamp. 
You can’t stand in the infield, 
because you’d drown. Admission 
to the grandstands that bounce 
and rattle like they were bought 
second-hand from a high school 
is something like 50 cents. 

Here you see 19-year-old kids 
like Steve Corrigan hanging 
around a friend’s Chevy — #12, a 
late 50s hulk, painted flat black 
with eyeballs drawn where the 
headlights used to be. Steve 
looks like he came right out of a 
movie — skinny, red-haired and 
freckled in his stripped cheese- 
cutter cap and green tank top. 
He has a cigarette dangling from 
his lip — all the time. 

Steve brought #12 into the pits 
from some warmup laps. You 
could tell from the way he 
vaulted out the window that he 
was enjoying himself. When you 
talk to him, he gives you an 
answer. 

“What’s it like when you're 
out there driving?” 

“Nice. It’s scary, but it’s real 
nice.” 

“Why do people do this?” 

“Why? It’s fun. I love this 
shit.” 

Old #12 never finished its race. 
Steve’s friend spun out into the 
swamp and never made\it back 
onto the track. It was nice 
anyway. 

The population in the 
Lakeville pits must have been 
arranged by Central Casting. 
There’s a 10-year-old, who looks 
like he was born in a crankcase, 
watching the races from a fence. 
One of the pit crews is attired in 
matching black and white 
checkered shirts. Then there is 
one group who called themselves 
the Jewish Lightning Racing 
Team. Some of them hulk 
around in monographed t-shirts, 


. while two guys with crew cuts 


and plaid bermuda shorts work 
under their car. 
You have to realize that stock 
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car pits are places for pre-race 
preparation, beer guzzling and 
bullshitting. A stock car race, 
even one of those voluminous 
hundred-lap events, is too short 
for a driver to pull off, fix his 
machine and get back in the run- 
ning. If something falls off a car, 
the driver is_basically taken out 
of the race, so there’s none of the 
split-second refuelings or tire 
changes that characterize for- 
mula racing. 

Sometimes, the cars fall apart 
during the warmup laps or the 
qualifying heats, and then you 
see some action. At Thompson 
the drivers can afford to carry 
around spare parts in a big way. 
Some come prepared with extra 
transmissions, differentials and 
suspensions. Major repair jobs 
that would take your neighbor- 
hood mechanic four $12 hours to 
accomplish on the family car are 
performed in minutes. 

Suspension, ‘they say, is the 
real racing edge. Anyone can 
soup up an-engine, and then it 
works or it doesn’t or maybe it 
blows up, but anyway that’s the 
easy part. All the cars are fast. 
Steering controls are no big deal 
either since a racer only has to 
turn in one direction. What 
counts is how stable the car is in 
the turns and how quickly it can 
level out for the straightaway. It 
is on this factor that success and 
failure rests. Consequently, some 
experienced pit men have a 
mastery of vehicular dynamics 
that would put Detroit’s 
engineering whizzes to shame. 
Most of the flurry down in the 
Thompson pits is related to last- 
minute alignments that tailor a 
car's road-hugging characteris- 
tics to the idiosyncracies of the 
track. Every track is different. 
The idea is to match your car to 
the course. 

At Lakeville pit repairs are 
more fundamental. The track is 
dirt, and the banking changes 
every time it rains. These pit 
crews are laboring over nothing 
so exotic as precision alignment. 
They’re just trying to keep their 
cars more or less together until 
the main event. 

A_ high-speed, paved-course 
stock’car race is undeniably in- 
credible — all noise and spec- 
tacle with two-dozen beautiful 
high-powered bombs _ tearing 
around at 100 m.p.h. But for 
pure flavor and raw excitement 
dirt track heats are unsurpassed. 
Dirt speeds are slower, but the 
cars take the turns sideways, 
skidding through the shallow 
bank, throwing up giant showers 
of dirt that fall on everything for 
miles. The races are every bit the 
castastrophe you’d expect 
whether they’re running 
modified buggies that look like 
dirty versions of the Thompson 
racers or ‘‘daredevil class’’ 
machines from the lowest, 
simplest, least modified, poor- 
boy branch of racing. 


The Lakeville fans are as 
much a part of the show as the 
drivers. It’s a backyard crowd. 
Some of the more generous 
drivers take kids from the 
grandstands for rides around the 
track before the warm-ups. 
Between events, the P.A. 
speaker blares out birthday and 
anniversary announcements on 
request. Compared to the Tomp- 
son Speedway, Lakeville is an 
anachronism, a discontinued 
part of the dream machine, rac- 
ing without the flash of money 
and high power. There are fewer 
spectacular wrecks there, fewer 
close finishes. A majority of the 
entrants’ cars collapse of ter- 
minal abuse before the laps are 
completed. Mechanical survival 
and carmanship in the turns are 
the keys to winning. 


Lakeville fans and Lakeville 
drivers may daydream about 
high-banked pavement and 
supercars running at twice the 
speed for five times the prize 
money, but if they’re lucky, it’ll 
never happen there. How much 
glamor do you need when you’ve 
got all that dirt? 
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93 + The cruising speed of a Rabbit. 


The EPA's highway test average. 


93 miles per hour? We obviously don't 
recommend it, but it is reassuring to know that 
as you get onto a hectic expressway, o new interior room of some mid-size cars. 
Volkswagen Rabbit Hatchback has the power $2,999? That's what you pay for the car backed 
for incredible acceleration. From 0 to 50 in only —_ by the most complete and advanced car 
8.2 seconds. Quicker than a Monza 2+2. coverage plan in the business: The Volkswagen 

38 miles per gallon? That's what the Rabbit Owner's Security Blanket with Computer Analysis. 
averaged on the highway in the 1975 model Happy days are here again? We think you ll 
Federal Environmental Protection Agency fuel think so fg after you've driven a Rabbit. 


eraPbpit 


: *Suggested retail price Rabbit 2-door Hatchback, P.O.E. Tansportation, local taxes and other dealer delivery | 
charges additional. ©Volkswagen of America, Inc. ‘See your dealer for more details. : 


BELMONT BROCKTON 
Belmont Volkswagen QUINCY Silko Motors 


270 Trapelo Road 2074 South Main Street 


Morrissey Volkswagen | # 
489-0400 100 Quincy Shore Drive 567-2200 


BEDFORD over Neponset Bridge WELLESLEY 


Minuteman VW 328-6300 Wellesley Volkswagen * 
39 North Road Linden Street Shopping Center 


275-8000 237-3553 


/ 
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Let us take you higher 


By John Ronan 

In most states buying 
automobile insurance is a morass 
of coverage, cost and company 
comparisons. To locate a bargain 
is time consuming and often 
complex work — not to mention 
boring. In Massachusetts it’s 
much easier 

Here, the state’s Insurance 
Commission, which regulates 
and licenses the insurance in- 
dustry, also fixes rates. The com- 
mission annually publishes the 
formulas which determine 
coverage cost — automatically. 


Depending on your age, 
residence, driving habits and 
other factors, premiums._are con- 
stant; they do not vary from one 
company to another. 

Deputy Commissioner Milton 
McDonald explained recently 
that there is only one way for a 
firm to charge more than the fix- 
ed rate and that is to file a devia- 
tion petition. Though 12 are now 
on file, seeking changes in 
specialized categories, none of 
the state’s insurers now have 
permission to vary individual 
policy rates. 





What do they have permission 
to charge? Plenty. 

Assume you are over 25 and 
living in Boston. That puts in 
the first and highest of the 
state’s 26 insurance districts. 


You drive a 1970 bug, com- 
muting less than ten miles to 
work. To purchase the minimum 
compulsory bodily injury liabili- 
ty would cost you $61.30*, at 
1974 rates. (Since new rates are 





SOMERVILLE 


AL WRIGHT 


DISCOUNT KING 
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Washington's 


Birthday 


BRAND NEW '74 CORONA 


Air, vinyl int., bucket seats, digc & 
rear defog. \ 


No. 4-1254 LITTLE PROFIT PRI@M 


BRAND NEW '74 TRUCK 


4 spd. w.c. mirrors, wsw, step bumper, disc 


brakes, vinyl int. 
No. 4-968 LITTLE PROFIT PRICE 


defog. undercoat 
No.4-412 LITTLE PROFIT PRICE 


BRAND NEW CORONA WGN. 


Bucket seats wsw, rear defog., tinted glass. 


No.4-1146 LITTLE PROFIT PRICE 








747 McGRATH HY. 
SOMERVILLE 628-1100 
ON CAMBRIDGE LINE 





NEW & USED 
TOYOTAS 
IN STOCK. 





LOCATED NEXT TO 
SOMERVILLE FORD 
OPEN SUNDAY FOR 

INSPECTION 12-4. 
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delayed at least two months into 
each new year, Massachusetts’s 
policy holders actually buy in 
January without knowing costs. 
There is really no way out. Infla- 
tion is taking a toll here, too. If 
you are too shocked when the 
figures come out, change the 
policy: raise deductibles, drop 


“‘roll-ons,”’ switch to a mutual — 


or walk.) : 

Unfortunately, the Insurance 
Commission has not yet publish- 
ed 1975 rates and does not expect 
to have them until mid-to-late 
February. Anyone who quotes 
you exact figures is guessing. It is 
a good bet, however, that the 
new rates will be higher, perhaps 
double. 

Since you have to buy it, best 
know what it is: minimum 
liability pays up to $5000 for 
bodily injury per person, and up 
to a total of $10,000 per accident. 

‘A second form of coverage that 
you must purchase is called un- 
insured motorist protection. It 
will cost you the sweet sum of $1. 
What it does is assure you of be- 
ing able to collect the same 
$5000-$10,000 liability coverage 
if you get in an accident with an 
uninsured motorist. 

A third type of required 
coverage is property protection. 
This covers damage caused to 
the property of others — tulip 
beds, fences, houses, whatever. 
It can cover damage to the other 
vehicle in a special cir- 
cumstance: when the other car is 
crumpled much worse than 
yours. Like when a Lincoln hits a 
Morris. Minimum coverage, to a 
$5000 limit, ran $19.90 in 1974. 
Expect higher when the new 
rates are published. 


Because rates are determined 
by the Insurance Commission, 
shopping around will not lead to 
bargains. Calls to various agen- 
cies confirmed that the industry 


pays close attention toits Boston. 


overseer. 

What you can do, according to 
the commissioner’s office, is to 
buy from a mutual or par- 
ticipating company. The word 
“mutual” in a name means that 
is‘ mutually owned by the policy 
holders. 

As shareholders, they are 
returned dividends. These come 
in the form of premium deduc- 
tions. Mutuals offering auto in- 
surance in Massachusetts in- 
clude: American Mutual, 
Hardware Mutual, Liberty 
Mutual (the second largest auto 
insurer in the state; Traveler’s is 
the first), Lumberman’s Mutual, 
Merchants Mutual, State Farm 
and Utica Mutual. 
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A new trend that may soon ~ 


provide bargain rates is mass 
merchandising, the sale of auto 
insurance to groups the way 
health and hospital insurance is 








now sold. In the future this could 
become a company’s basis for a 
petition to lower rates. It cuts 
the middleman commission and 
paperwork. It is brand new in 
Massachusetts and the com- 
missioner’s office is now working 
on details. 

If you are determined to keep 
premiums to an absolute low, 
buy no more than the law re- 
quires. That’s cheap, but it 
could also be stupid. Without 
additional coverage, you might 
find youself without some help- 
ful items — like a car. 

Comprehensive fire and theft 
— which covers those evils as 
well as glass breakage, tires, van- 
dalism and such exotica as light- 
ning and hail — is optional. If 
you don’t buy and there is 
nothingness where your car used 
to be, too bad. 

For non-deductible fire and 
theft, Bostonians would pay a 
rate of $64. Fifty-dollar deducti- 
ble, which means the company 
only pays after damages run in 
excess of that figure, is cheaper: 
a mere $54.00. 

So-called comprehensive is 
not really that. It protects 
against hail, yes, but not against 
tape-deck theft. Insuring the 
music is a separate option and 
cost $14 in 1974, no matter where 
you live. That’s if the thing is 
bolted to the auto. If not, it can’t 
be insured. 

You might also want to in- 
crease the liability. Premiums 
slide along a scale, up to $300,- 
000 coverage. This additional 
non-statutory bodily injury op- 
tion also extends coverage to 
private roadways in the Com- 
monwealth and to out-of-state 
mishaps. Without it, you have 
no protection on a driveway in 
Boston or a public highway in 
Omaha. 

It is important to remember 
that liability, the kind of in- 
surance we've just been talking 
about, pays the other guy. Com- 
pulsory property protection, 
mentioned earlier, also pays the 
other guy. If you are injured and 
your car is damaged, you are un- 
protected. 

Many people have life and 
medical coverage under policies 
other than automobile. To cover 
the car, do a number called 
damage to insured vehicle, i.e. 
collision. Collision is what pays 
to fix the buggy. Though not re- 
quired by law, many banks insist 
on it until a loan is paid up. 


Figuring collision costs can be 
messy. There are three varieties, 
each with different levels of 
deductible. Also, you can buy 
waivers of deductible to cover 
special cases — like a parked car 
being hit. 

What is traditionally thought 
of as collision is known as Option 
1 and covers the car in all ac- 
cidents. For a VW owner, $50 
deducitble should run to $206. 
There is no nodn-deductible. 

Available, but not advisable, 
is personal effect insurance. 
Available, but considered 
useless, is dismemberment 
coverage. Accident income in- 
surance is less than useless and 
covers specific, extremely 
gruesome injuries. 

If you have any of these now, a 
new law, which went into effect 
in 1974, says you can change the 
policy at any time without pay- 
ing a penalty. What’s more, you 
pay the lower rate as of the of- 
ficial date of change. 

However, if you are wealthy 
and insecure, you can “roll-on” 
enough extras to transform the 
car into a womb. There are 
agents’ who will write you 
policies to cover meteorite 
showers if you give them a 
chance. 

Not convinced that buying 
auto insurance is easier.in Mas- 
sachusetts? Contact the In- 
surance Commission: 100 Cam- 
bridge St., Boston, 727-3352. 
There are people there to answer 
questions on all forms of in- 
surance, from auto to 
workingman’s compensation. 
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WHAT TO DO UNTIL 


THE TOW TRUCK COMES 


That fateful night the car 
was stalled 
Upon the railroad track 
I pulled you out and 
we were safe 
But you went running back. 
— Jean and Red Surrey 


If it’ is your lot to drive 
regularly through the grand 
prix of New England that is 
Boston traffic, it is probable, 
if not inevitable, that your 
luck will run out in time. 
Some juiced-up meatball will 
run a light, some half-asleep 
clown will wander into your 
lane or some commuting 
hustler will fake right and go 
left into your fender. OK, 
so you've heard about the 
Great Progressive No Fault 
System, but no one ever told 
you where you and your acci- 
dent fit in. 

Basically, if your car is 
registered in Massachusetts 
and the Other Guy’s car is 
registered in Massachusetts, 
your company will pay for 
damages to your car and body 


and the Other Guy’s will pay 
for his. But if medical bills ex- 
ceed $500, either party has 
the right to sue the other, in 
which case a court determines 
who was at fault — just like 
the old days — and awards 
money to the victim. You can 
also sue if you were done in by 
a drunk, a practicing dope 
fiend or someone committing 
a felony. Car repair bills are 
your business — if you're 
covered, you're covered, and 
your insurance company will 
pay up to the replacement 
value of your vehicle. As sim- 
ple as that, but what if... . 
...your car is registered 
here, and you have an acci- 
dent with an out-of-state car? 
If the other state has a no 
fault plan, the insurance com- 
panies usually accommodate 
themselves and the above 
rules apply. If the other state 
has a traditional insurance 
system, you may have the 
right to sue — and may be 
sued yourself. Your com- 
pulsory no fault coverage 
allows for up to $2000 medical 


payments to you. An ad- 
ditional $5000 medical 
coverage is available for a 
four-dollar premium. If you 
have Massachusetts collision 
coverage, your insurance 
company will pay for 
damages to your car. If not; 
you can sue the out-of-state 
driver for repair costs. 


The out-of-state driver can 
always sue a Mass. driver 
whether the accident happens 
here or in another state. You 
are insured against such a 
suit up to the limits of your 
liability coverage. After that, 
the courts may force you to 
pay cash out of your pocket or 
attach your personal property 
if they determine that you 
caused the accident. 


The point here is this: don’t 
think of no fault as a cushion 
against all litigation — a pop- 
ular misconception. The no 
fault plan is designed 
primarily to keep the 
thousands of ‘‘under $500 
medical” and “car damage 
only”’ claims out of the courts. 


You may be sued as a result of 
any accident should the 
Other Guy’s doctor bills go 
over $500, and in any skir- 
mish with an out-of-state car. 

It is therefore wise to report 
any accident to your in- 
surance company just for the 
record. This could help you 
later: if the Other Guy 
suddenly develops real or im- 
agined physical injuries and 
brings suit against you. As of 
last year, all Mass. insurance 
companies are required to in- 
sure anyone regardless of 
their record, and most minor 
collisions won’t be held 
against you or up your 
premium. 

In all cases do get the name 
and license number of the 
Other Guy. If car damages ex- 
ceed $200, file a police report 
within five days so that you 
can collect repair costs. When 
possible, get the police on the 
accident scene and collect 
names of witnesses — es- 
pecially if you know the wreck 
wasn’t your fault. 

—Clif Garboden 








WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY 
SPECIALS 


AM Pushbutton Radio 
$24.95 
12v-Neg. Gd. 


Variable tone control 

@5 quick-set push buttons 

@Deluxe trim plate and knobs included 
@Separate 5"x7" speaker 

@Solid State circuitry 

@Mounting hardware included 

@12 volt negative ground 

@Size 62" Wx5" Dx2” H 

@Shipping weight 4'2 Ibs. 


Thru March 15 














ALL 
SKI RACKS 
20% OFF 
our usual 
low price 


With This Ad 
Thru March 15 








KROOKLOCKS 
Reg. $16.95 
Special $11.95 


With This Ad 
Thru March 15 


“ELLIS THE RIM MAN” 


1001 COMMONWEALTH AVE 
BOSTON. MASS 02215 


MA ORPDTR AVA ABLE 





ANCO WINDSHIELD 
WASHER ANTI-FREEZE 
Auce CONCENTRATE 
sos tote Prevents Freezi . 
\ ing to 10 
Mt-rRee? below Zero 
@ Special Formulated Solution 
@ For All Windshield Washers 
ou. 
> 


16-02 Can (24-Can 
Case) Stock No. 2008 


ee: 
Reg. $1.25 each 
Special 2 for 99¢ 
With This Ad 


782-4777 





FREE 


exhaust, 


shock, brake 


& front end 
inspection 


Foreign Car Muffler 1 Year 
Guarantee 


2501 Mass. Avenue 
Cambridge 
864-5660 


One Union Square 
Somerville 
666-0610 


Domestic, Foreign & Custom 


i eee 


--Free Muffler--- 


(the kind you wear around your neck) 
with every front-end alignment, or, 4 wheels 
electrically balanced. 


WITH THIS AD 








Guaranteed Auto Repair 
354-9758 | 


Doc Lawson sez, ‘‘Maintenance pennies today save repair dollars tomorrow.”’ 
Import & Domestic Specialists 


354-9758 


a 
Tune-up; mufflers; Electrical Systems; 


Brake Systems 


GUARANTEED QUALITY 
We try to make tough jobs easy. . . 


sq sa. 


128 Brookline Street, Cambridge 
off Central Square 





10% OFF 
Labor 
With This 
Ad 

















COTE FORD 


35 Years of Continuous Business in Automobiles 
“Our Service Is Our Best Salesman” 


\ OVER INVOICE!! 


On Every New Car In Our Inventory 


Petts. So. Sahih oe 5 Ne eal ges Pe nh 
Tapa” 22% Se be Sense gee 


& 
i 


ig tits BES. Syria 


Sale Ends Saturday, March 1 at 4 p.m. 


Sn. dow ie 
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}—_———_____cASH REBATES 


$200 $300 $500 Rebates from Ford Motor’Co. 
on all ’75 Pintos, Mavericks and Mustangs. 


es 
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Brand New | bake 3 to Choose from 
1974 PINTO’S 2 door $2285” 


1973PONT GRAN SAFARI Station 


» auto. PS., P.B., Radio, wi Air Cond., Am/Fm Stereo., Roof : 
> Wheel Cover. Glean — Low 2 Rack, Pwr Windows., Elect Tail Save a la Radio., W.W., $1 AOS 
| Mileage Gate., Low Mileage, Sharp Hard ; 


To Tell From New 


Pee 





: 1973 CHEV BEL-AIR 4/door, 8 1972 CHEV IMPLA 4/door., H.T., T 

© cyl. Auto., PS. PB. Radio, 8 cyl., Auto., P.S., P.B., Radio. end Rodin Ww in 
| W.W. Wheel Cover, Low Mileage 2 Factory Air Cond., W.W., Wheel y | Mileage. 

> — Sharp Covers 


1972 FORD LTD Cntry S 
1973 FORD LTD 4/door Pillard 8/pass., V8, Auto., DS ee 


© HT. 8 cyl, Auto. PS, PB 1971 CHEV NOVA 2/door, 6 cyl., 


ts yi., + F.O., F.0., Factory Air ng fhe a 
Radio, W.W. Vinyl Roof, Wheel 2 Suaran fect Rack. W.W.. Wheel Auto., P.S. Radio, Low Mileage $1 795 
Covers Low Mileage, one owner. Covers, one owner 


* 1973 FORD LTD Cntry Squire 1972 PONT CAT 4/door., H.T., 8. 1971 T. BIRD 2/door, H.T., 8, 
> 6/pass., 8 cyl., Auto., B., 


P S. P. cyl., Auto., P.S., P.B., Factory Air Auto., P.S., P.B., Pwr Windows, 
= Radio, Factory Air Cond., Roof 2 cond., Radio, W.W., Wheel 21 Pwr Seats, Am/Fm Stereo, Vinyl 2 
© Rack, W.W., Wheel Covers. ° Covers. Roof, W.W. & Etc. ' 


é FORD LTD 4/door., Pillard 
3 Mle gel Auto., PS. PB, 1972 TOYOTA CELICA 2/dr.. 


© Factory Air cond. a Stereo UT. 4 c , Bg Air Cond., be Pe pa Gay Sas. ’ $1 y 9 5 
eR Viny! Seats., Vinyl Roo 22 ., Auto., P.S., P.B., 
ba W. o ‘Wheel Cover, ‘Low Mileage $299 iy Mileage "§ BS Roof Rack, W.W. Wheel Cover. 


= — one owner - 














ia 1972 T. = zoo 4 T. 8 cyl. ‘ 
© 1973 FORD LTD 2/door., H.T., 7 uto., actory Air 
> cyl., Auto., P.S., P.B., Factory Air Save Cond., Pwr Windows., 1970 MAVERICK 2/door, 6 cyl., $1 295 


Ee .,P.S., P.B., * Pwr 
© Cond. Hundreds Seats.. Am/Fm Stereo., W.W. $3295 dispd., Radio, & Etc. 
a) & Etc. 


1971 TORINO 500 Station Wagon 1972 FORD F-100 '2 Ton Pickup 


|] 1973 FORD P400 Walk in Van, 6 Sit a oe ee ee ckup, 
cyl. Auto., Good Cond. Low 269 Rack, WW. ‘Wheel Covers, Real 16 8 Fi. Body, 8 cy. “3/spd., Push $1 695 
ileage Clean P : 


820 Cummins Highway at Mattapan Square 
Open Eves. til 8 p.m. 
BOSTON’S OLDEST FORD DEALER 
296-3700 : 296-3700 

















SON DE ER AR A a OEE So 38 Ae AR a om 2 ee ee. f 


